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Winky Wright And
Landlording 101 Golf
Tournament Raise
Money For Scholarships

St. Petersburg Chapter Continues
To Raise Awareness About Sickle
Cell Disease---------------------------

Growing Up With ‘Auntie
Rosa’-------------- --------Rosa Parks' niece recalls the
impact the civil rights icon has
made

also urged the audience to
be more involved yearround, to become informed
and attend the monthly
group support meetings.
The new federal money
gives $50 million for
research and treatment for
sickle cell. Advocates hope
that it will establish about
40 more sickle cell treat
ment centers around the
country as well as establish
Although all the money has not been completely tal
lied, the tournament raised well over $5,000 towards
a scholarship fund set up for children of low income
families in the St. Pete area.
ST. PETERSBURG -

lording 101.

On Saturday, Dec. 4 the

The

Twin

Brooks

St. Petersburg Chapter of the Sickle Cell Disease Association j
dency and board members.
Left to right (front row): Mary Murph, president; Carolyn Pot
Louise Davis and Mary Calloway.
Left to right (back row): Margaret Gilliams, Alverdean Robin
and Lula Love.

Course, located at 3800 -

by Linda Young

was the place to be as jun

22nd Ave. S. saw a 9 a.m.

Challenger correspondent

ior middleweight champi

shotgun start for this chari

on

ty event. The proceeds go

ST. PETERSBURG Informing people that an

towards a scholarship fund

inherited disease affecting

Wright

and

Landlording 101 kicked off
their
Celebrity

First

Annual

for children in public and

Golf Tourna

assisted housing, through

ment. Landlording 101 is

the St. Petersburg Housing

an organization created to
empower landlords

The registration fee

better communities. The

was $59 per player, which

tournament was started by

included greens fees and a

both.Wright and Bryan M.

no cure is a crucial step to
funding the research to find
the cure.
Advocates hope that a
new U.S. postage stamp
raises awareness among the
public about sickle cell to

about one of every 500
African Americans still has

Authority.

and

*

The new sickle cell
stamp is one tool used to
advocate awareness of
the disease and support
funding for research.
photos by Rassi

see page 5
The Weekly Challenger welcomes
a new advertiser:
L.A. Grant Communications
Fahlgren Entertainment
Felton, Wooten & Felton
Subscribers:
Please send renewals directly to:

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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affects the
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an umbrella term," Myron
Mills, the chapter’s com

oxygen by

munity coordinator, told
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ape of the
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There are variations and

blood
easily

veins and

ed differently. Asked to

"get the word out there so

arteries

te disease

we can have the power to

change

name the biggest challenge,
he said that it was getting

blood vessels during an

people without knowledge
of the genetic disease to

episode of the disease.

understand "what people

Research continues to
find a way to prevent rejec
tion of bone marrow trans

go through who have sickle
cell."

That was good news
for the approximately 100

cells to a
curved snape mat can block

different people are affect

guests who either have the
genetic disease or accom

disease; various drugs are

"You see the people
here today, you don't even
know there are sick," be

still in the testing phase.

cause if they were they

panied a family member
who does. The St. Peters

There is also new federal
funding that could create

couldn't attend, Mills said.
"Next week they may be in

burg chapter of the Sickle

more sickle cell treatment

Bayfront emergency room

Cell Disease Association of

centers around the country,
Rotramal said.

unable to move."

America used a large print
of the postage stamp on an
easel as a focal point at
their 27th annual Christmas
party held at the Enoch
Davis Center last Saturday.

plants that could cure the

Chapter

President

Mary Murph said, "You
need to be a promoter to
help find a cure. Ask some
one to buy a stamp." She

That very unpredicta
bility becomes a problem

Sickle Cell
continued on pg. 14
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12 siblings would some
times boast about their
famous aunt, proudly tell

whs older that McCauley
began to put her aunt's

ing their friends that they
were America's
rights family."

“civil

But it wasn't until she

action into perspective. At
family gatherings
she
would ponder Auntie Rosa,
with her gentle smile, her

Their aunt herself
rarely talked about what

glasses and braided hair,
always so self-deprecating,

happened on that bleak

always so demure. And she

December day in Mont

would marvel.

gomery, Ala., in 1955.

This was the woman
whose arrest had inspired
the yearlong bus boycott in

But their father re
counted the details, how
his sister refused to surren
der her seat on a bus to a
white man, even though the

Montgomery, when thou
sands of blacks walked to
work rather than sit in the

segregation laws required
it, even though the driver

“colored" section of the
buses. This was the woman

yelled at her, even though
she knew she would be

who helped introduce the

arrested, jailed, and possi
bly even lynched.

preacher named

Rosa Parks' simple act
of courage spawned a

world to a dynamic young
Martin
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continued on pg. 9
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each graduate’s entry into
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issue

AP/WWP Photo

by Helen O'Neill
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ST. PETERSBURG The Pinellas Technical

School, 701 -16th St. S.
ms

Civil Rights heroine, Rosa Parks, shown at the 30th
anniversary of the March on Washington, August 28,
1993.

PTEC’s Nursing Students Celebrate
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Ceremony------------------------------------------------------
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by Lucius Gantt
During this holiday
season many AfricanAmerican women will be
shopping for a man.
Santa Claus will get
more requests than he can
handle!
What do the sisters
want? They want a man
with a good job. They want
a man with a nice car. They
want a man who has his
own home and doesn’t live
with mama. They want a
tall, dark man with good
curly hair.
But there is a problem.
When you shop for a man,
you can’t take him back to
the store and exchange him

St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Tampa
Largo ’Tarpon Springs • Safety Harbor
Crystal River • Inverness • Brooksville
Ocala • Dunnellon • Anthony
Marion Oaks • Shady Grove • Bellview
Bradenton • Sarasota • Palmetto
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The Weekly Chailenger is committed to
featuring articles of all

reading enjoyment of
both the young and old
generations,

ethnic culture for the

for something better.
Sisters, if you never
believed anything I’ve writ
ten before, believe this.
Everything that glitters is
not golden. Especially the
fake gold chains that draw
you to your dream man.
When you’re out shop
ping for that someone spe
cial it would behoove you
to look a little deeper. The
beauty within is much
more real and lasting than
the outside appearance.
Don’t take my word for
it. Tell the truth. How many
sisters have fallen head
over heels with a guy only
to find out he is not nearly
what you thought he was.

When he said he was a
pharmaceutical salesman,
you had no clue his drugs
came in nickel and dime
bags. When he said he had
a bad ride, you never
thought the car’s heater
didn’t work, the upholstery
smelled like blunt smoke,
the brakes were bad and the
car payments were due.
All of us, men and
women, have to look deep
er before we make a com
mitment to a person. We
get turned on in one night
but we seek someone to be
with for a lifetime. It is
easy to get a spouse or a
lover but it is hell trying to
get rid of them!

We have to look deep.
We have to judge perspec
tive partners in a variety of
situations. Are they as
clean at home as they are in
the night club? Is every
thing fake or just the hair,
the nails, the eye lashes and
the identification?
When we meet on the
street can we see the baby
mama or baby daddy
drama? Will they put us
first or after the girlfriends
and home boys? Will they
ride or die or be gone at the
first sign of difficulty?
Some of the best peo
ple in the world look like
they may be one of the
worst.

The person you love
the most at first glance
looked like a tramp. He
looked poor, homeless,
hungry and unfortunate. He
was the child of broke par
ents and the police and
powers that be had a hatred
for him from the day he
was bom.
When you want to
ignore a brother or a sister
just because they are going
through bad times, don’t do
it. When you want to dis
miss a sister or brother just
because they are chal
lenged physically or men
tally, don’t do it.
Don’t do it because
some say the greatest man

who ever lived was bom in
a stable, a manger if you
prefer. He was wrapped in
a Kroger sack, swaddling
clothes if you prefer. And,
he didn’t even have a dia
per to pee in. If you see
something you like at this
year’s office party or you
see something at the mall
or a Christmas services at
the church, make sure what
catches your eye is fine on
the inside.
Look deep before you
leap! Happy holidays to all!
Contact Lucius at theganttreport@comcast.net.

Whose Moral Values?------------------------------ —

is distributed
in the following cities:

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Mail
$30 for 1 year

present having no real
foundation, and very
little meaning for the
future.

The Gantt Report---------------------------—
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out a form of memory.
To be without history
is to live without roots
or a past, with the

Marian Wright
Edelman
by Marian Wright Edelman
Four days before the
election, 2,200 people of
every faith from all across
America gathered at the
Washington National Ca
thedral for an historic inter
faith service for children
and the poor. Three weeks
earlier, the Rev. John
Bryson Chane, Bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of
Washington and Dean of
the Cathedral, had issued
with
the
Children's
Defense Fund a call to wit-

ness for justice for children from two tax cuts they had
and the poor on election enacted earlier? The mid
eve.
Bishop Chane dle class got far less and
reminded us during the the poor got nothing. What
moving interfaith service kind of people are we when
on Oct. 28 that although we we permit our leaders to
were from diverse faith tra pass still more tax cuts
ditions, we were coming recently for powerful spe
together "to claim and live cial interests that further
a single moral imperative: widen the gap between rich
that children enslaved by and poor when that gap is
poverty in this country are already the greatest it has
a crisis unacceptable to us ever been?
and to our creator, God."
In October, the U.S.
Every major tradition Department of Agriculture
callf orf believers to put ^postponed the scheduled
their faith into action by release of its annual report
caring for the poor, the on hunger in America, a
orphan and the widow. Yet decision that kept crucial
in our rich, powerful nation information under wraps
today, almost 13 million until after Election Day.
children are living in pov When the research paper
erty, an increase of more finally came out (dated
than one million during "October" but released on
President Bush's first term. Nov. 19) it reported a ris
More than 5 million of ing number of American
these children endure ex households suffering from
treme poverty. What moral "food insecurity." The de
values in the richest nation partment said that in 2003,
on earth let its children be one in six households with
the poorest age group? children lacked money for
What are the moral values access to enough food to
of leaders who last year meet basic needs and esti
permitted the richest 1 per mated that about 35 million
cent of Americans to reap Americans were "food in
54 percent of public dollars secure," including more

than 13 million children;
approximately 570,000 of
those children experienced
hunger, meaning they had
to go without meals for
lack of money. Mothers of
ten are the hungry sufferers
who make sure children are
fed first when money or
food stamps run out at
month's end. Those statis
tics were the worst since
1998. Don't you think that
millions of children waking
up every day and not being
sure where their next meal
will come from or if they
will get enough to eat, and
more than half a million
children going hungry in
our wealthy, well-fed na
tion is a moral issue?
Nine million children
in our nation lack health
insurance although 90 per
cent of uninsured children
have parents who work.
Forty-five million Ameri
cans are uninsured and
hundreds of thousands of
children needlessly suffer
from preventable and un
treated illnesses while their
parents worry every time
their child gets sick
whether they should or can

take their child to the doc
tor. In 2002, infant mortal
ity in this country actually
increased for the first time
in 44 years, and America
lags behind 22 other indus
trialized nations in keeping
our babies alive in the first
year of life. How do we
square these disturbing and
unnecessary realities in the
nation that leads the world
in health technology and
professes to value life?
The Gospels I read tell the
story of a Great Physician
whose earthly ministry
revolved around healing
the sick and curing the
lame and bringing good
news to the poor.
People of faith from
every major tradition have
a clear, moral litmus test.
The prophet Isaiah told us
"to loose the bonds of
injustice" and to "share
your bread with the hun
gry."
The Qu'ran says,
"Allah has instructed you...
concerning the children
who are weak and op
pressed; that you stand firm
for justice to orphans."
And Jesus Christ said,
"Whoever welcomes this

child in my name, wel
comes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me, for
the least among all of you
is the greatest." Now that
our nation and pundits are
focused on "moral values,"
those of us who believe and
seek to follow these clear
faith mandates need to
speak up with a mighty
voice. No one owns God
or should be allowed to
turn God into a single issue
partisan tool.
Everyone
who seeks to do God's will
in the world should be
working together to make
our nation live up to the
value that God and our
national ideals require: jus
tice for children and the
poor.
Marian Wright Edelman
is President and Founder of
the Children's Defense Fund
and its Action Counci,I whose
Leave No Child Behind!)
movement strive to ensure
every child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start, and a Moral Start
in life and successful passage
to adulthood with the help of
caring families and communi
ties.

1960's the issue was the
mixing of the races. Today,
the issue appears to be sex
ual orientation.
In both
cases, it’s about exclusion."
The television ads are
directed to those persons
who feel alienated, not
welcome or excluded by
the church.
In focus
groups and test, market
research done earlier this
year, the UCC found many
people who fit into such a

fives today puts freedom of
speech and freedom of reli
gious expression in jeop
ardy," says former FCC
Commissioner Gloria Tristani, currently managing
director of the UCC’s Of
fice of Communication,
Inc. "By refusing to air the
UCC’s paid commercial,
CBS and NBC are stifling
religious expression. They
are denying the communi
ties they serve a suitable

was not a Catholic and
therefore I was not con

category and so the ads
were designed to reach out
to them, especially during
the Advent season leading
up to Christmas. Nothing
in the UCC ad deals with

access to differing ideas
and expressions,"
she
added.

The Ghost of WLBT
bv Bernice Powell Jackson
Forty years ago, Afri
can Americans in Missis
sippi did not see any blacks
on their television screens
although about half of the
residents in the Jackson
area were black. They did
not see news of the civil
rights movement which
others across the nation
saw. If Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. was scheduled for
a program, it simply was
not carried. Then came a
lawsuit against the owners
of WLBT, the Jackson tele
vision station, and it all
changed - not only for the
people of Jackson, but for
the whole nation. It was
the United Church of
Christ which worked with a
local gro*up of African
American citizens to chal
lenge the license of WLBT
owners.
It’s a story well-known
and remembered by many
African Americans within
the broadcast industry, but
has been forgotten by many
in the general public. But
history is now being re-

peated in a very chilling
manner and not just in
Jackson, Miss., but in New
York City and all across the
nation.
It seems that the NBC
and CBS television net
works are refusing to run a
30-second television ad
from the United Church of
Christ (UCC) because the
ad’s all-inclusive welcome
has been deemed "too con
troversial." The ad is part
of the denomination’s new,
broad identity campaign
set to begin airing during
the Advent season. It states
that, like Jesus, the UCC
seeks to welcome all peo
ple, regardless of race, abil
ity, economic circumstance
or sexual orientation. "No
matter who you are or
where you are on your
journey, you are welcome
here," the ad states.
The frightening re
sponse of the two networks
was that because the com
mercial even tangentially
includes gay and lesbian
persons, it is too controver
sial to sell air time to the

UCC for these commer
cials. The actual words of
the CBS response were,
"Because this commercial
touches on the exclusion of
gay couples and other mi
nority groups by other indi
viduals and organizations
and the fact that the Exe
cutive Branch has recently
proposed a Constitutional
Amendment to define mar
riage as a union between a
man and a woman, this
spot is unacceptable for
broadcast on the CBS and
UPN networks." (Italics are
mine.)
The United Church of
Christ General Minister
and President John Thomas
said, in response, "It’s iron
ic that after a political sea
son awash in commercials
based on fear and decep
tion by both parties seen on
all the major networks, an
ad with a message of wel
come and inclusion would
be deemed too controver
sial." Ron Buford, UCC
coordinator for the identity
campaign of which the ads
are one part, added, "In the

gay marriage.
It does,
however, deal with exclu
sion.
The chilling aspect of
all of this is that some
broadcasters seem now to
be taking their cues from

If the airwaves are no
longer owned by the public
and if network executives
can make such a decision
about this ad, then every
group whose message
might be considered at all
controversial must beware.
The Rev. Martin Niemiller

government leaders and in
response to legislation
which has not yet been
introduced, passed or rati
fied. "The consolidation of

was a 20th century German
Protestant pastor who was
attributed with this quote,
"When Hitler attacked the
Jews, I was not a Jew and
therefore I was not con

TV network ownership into
the hands of a few execu-

cerned. And when Hitler
attacked the Catholics, I

cerned. And when Hitler
attacked the unions and
industrialists, I was not a
member of the unions and I
was not concerned. Then
Hitler attacked me and the
Protestant Church and
there was nobody left to be
concerned." If we remain
silent at this attack on our
right of freedom of speech,
then our nation is in grave
danger.
The story of
WLBT, the Ghost of
Christmas Past, visits us.
Let’s pray-and work-for a
happy ending.
(Note: You may contact
your local NBC or CBS affili
ate.)
Bemice Powell Jackson
is the executive minister of the
Justice and Witness Ministries
of the United Church of Christ
and serves as one of the five
officers of the denomination.
She has been an activist on
behalf of civil rights, women’s
fights and human rights
issues around the world for
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Sarasota Calendar of Events
Make and Take Christ
mas Crafts Workshop of
fered at Elsie Quirk Li

What’s happening

families

• A free visit and break
fast with Santa for families

What’s happening

brary

When is it happening

What’s happening
• A Christmas craft
workshop for children ages
5-11

• 9 a.m. to noon (draw
ing at 11:30 a.m.), Satur

• 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.,
Saturday, Dec. 11
Where is it happening
• Elsie Quirk Library,
100 W. Dearborn St.,
Englewood
Why is it happening
• Elementary age chil
dren can make ornaments,
cards and gifts just in time
for the holidays.
Action for reader to
take
• Registration required
Contact info
• To register, call Elsie
Quirk Library Youth De
partment, (941) 861-1212
Breakfast with Santa at
Newtown Estates Park

intend to give and call

Action for reader to

or make a toy donation
through the Gift of Giving

take

program.

when you are ready for
Sarasota County Parks and

the number below if you
are interested in adopting a

later than Dec. 15.

• Items for families and

family or donating a toy.

Estates

toy donations need to be

She will give you the infor

Newtown

available for pick up by
Dec. 15

mation you need about

Newtown

Park,
2800
Blvd., Sarasota

with Santa.

• Adopt a needy family

When is it happening

Where is it happening
•

Purchase the items you

Recreation staff to pick
them up. Please call no

day, Dec. 18

When is it happening

children at the Breakfast

Why is it happening
• In the spirit of the
holidays, there willbe mu
sic, treats and a raffle (you
must be present to win).
Action for reader to
take

• Contact Liz Jones at

SARASOTA

Contact info
• Liz Jones, (941) 3161161

your needy adopted family.

Where is it happening
•

All

over

town!

Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation staff will pick
up your gift items.
Why is it happening
• Adopt a family and

• Just show up and
share the festive holiday
spirit with Santa and your

needs (food, clothes, toys,
gifts, decorations, etc.)

family, friends and neigh

Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation employees will

Contact info

pick up your unwrapped

• Liz Jones, (941) 316-

items and deliver them to

1161

the family you have adopt

Free donation pick-ups
for Gift of Giving pro
gram to help needy

ed. We are also looking for

- The

high school students; col

Mary Bradley Weeks Edu

lege students attending un

cational Project, Inc., and

dergraduate and graduate

Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation is sponsoring

programs;

students

Weeks Educational Pro
ject, Inc., is a non-profit

attending technical and

501(c)3 organization. The

the "2005 Winter Semester

vocational schools.

Sarasota-based organiza
tion was established in

A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE

donations of unwrapped

Vie are born with limitless potential. Help os mate sure that we all have

toys for Santa to give to the

the chance to achieve. Please visit mtcf.org or call 1-800-332 862a

-g

Give to the United Negro College Fund.

and

lunch boxes.
The

Mary

Bradley

School Supply Giveaway"

The school supplies

on Jan. 2, 2005, from 2-5
p.m., at Colonial Oaks

and funding for the pur
chase of supplies are do

2002, in memory of twoyear-old Adrian Mitchell,

Park, 5300 Colonial Oaks

nated

project

Jr., who was killed by an

Blvd.

throughout the year by

for

the

Bradley

local and national corpora

unlicensed,
hit-and-run
driver on Easter Sunday of

Weeks Educational Pro
ject, Inc. is a non-profit or

tions, businesses, organi

that year.

ganization that provides
free school supplies to

sponsors.

Manatee

Sarasota

notebook paper, pencils,

Manatee County students
have received free school

County students before the
fall and winter semesters,

notebook binders, rulers,

supplies.

calculators,

protractors,

To donate school sup

each August and January.

compasses,

backpacks,

plies, funds or for more

The students receiving
school supplies include

erasers,

elementary, middle and

markers,

The

provide for their holiday

bors!

The Mary Bradley Weeks
Educational Project, lnc., and
Sarasota County Parks and
Recreation Team Up for
School Supply Giveaway---------

Mary

and

zations

and

individual

Since

its

founding,

hundreds of Sarasota and

The supplies include

glue,

information contact Mary

folders, ink pens, color

crayons,

Bradley Weeks at (941)
953-4499.

scissors

and

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Homeless Challenge
As cooler weather ar
rives and local agencies

goal is to raise $100,000

open cold weather home
less shelters, the Homeless

driven effort to find long

through this communityterm solutions for home

Challenge Committee an

lessness and provide in

nounced recently a cam

creased services. For more

paign to raise money to
' combat homelessness: The

information,

call

(727)

893-7518.

Sanitation Holiday
Collection ScheduleFor the weeks of Dec.

Wednesday. Tuesday/Fri-

20 and Dec. 27, Monday/

day collections will be

Thursday residential gar

made on
Thursday.

bage collections will be
made

on

Monday

Tuesday

and

and

Local Production of Langston
Hughes* ‘Black Nativity’ Moves to the
Palladium: Admission Will Be Free

Gibbs Class of ’59 to
Meet--------------- —------ST. PETERSBURG The Class of 1959 will be

19. Service will begin at

ST. PETERSBURG The well-anticipated local

the more intimate Palla

attending church services

dium.

at

Hires
Hairstyling
3427 llth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

There’s a lot on your plate
these days.
Chi top of everything «lse, you realize
your parents could use: a little extra
help. But this: is new territory. Where
do you, begin? We’re here to help you
find local resources, support services,
and solutions that work for your
folks—and for you. Can our toll-free
number and talk to a real person. Dr
visit www.eldercare.gov.
There*® a way for older Americans
and Caregivers to find help.

1-800-677-1116

Bethel

Metropolitan

Gibbs High alumni to join
in this church service.

change will give our entire

Hughes' "Black Nativity: A
Gospel Song Play" has
been moved to the Palla
dium Theater for two

community access to this
inspirational production of

Ave. S- on Sunday, Dec.

Langston Hughes' work."
Though admission is
free, the public is advised

Performances on Sunday,
Dec. 19, according to Bob
Devin Jones, director and

to pick up tickets in ad
vance.
Tickets will be
available at both the

executive producer of the
show/ Performances will
be at 3 and 7 p.m. Admis

Mahaffey

Theater

Palladium

box

and

offices.

Those who have purchased

The Black Nativity is a
production of the Mahaffey

Bob Devin Jones is the director and executive
producer of the show.

Theater Foundation and

"The Black Nativity is a

has received generous sup
port from the City of St.
Petersburg,

tickets prior to the venue
change will be contacted

Minority Contractors
Celebrate Partnership
With Skanska USA
Building, Inc. on the
Tampa International
Airport Project------ —
TAMPA BAY - On
Thursday, Dec. 2, minority

year and service was initi

and disadvantaged con

ramp-up

tractors from the Tampa

100% of checked baggage.
without a great deal of

ated in three phases in a

song-play with great ener

was scheduled for presen
tation on Dec. 18th and

by the Mahaffey Theater
box office. They will re

gy and spirit," said Jones.

19th

ceive refunds and will be

and

"Music for the show is

Theater,"

to

issued new tickets to one of

Bay Area came together
during a dinner to cele

Sonia Raymond, and oth

anchored by joyous and
uplifting versions of gospel

Jones. "However, support

the performances at the

brate the partnerships de

coordination

It

ers of our production en

Palladium. Please call the

veloped

actor

Steve

ers in the community.

at

the

Mahaffey

according

with

Skanska

to

screening

"This didn’t happen
and

effort

favorites that celebrate the

couraged us to look for a

Mahaffey

box

USA Building, Inc. on the

among the more than 40
minority/disadvantaged

Sharon Scott, choreogra

Christmas story.

office for additional infor

phy by St. Petersburg's

Tampa International Air
port’s (TIA) $139 million

contractors who worked on
the project," said Thomas

Paulette Walker Johnson,

holiday card to the St.
Petersburg community."

way to present the Black
Nativity free of charge.
For us to do this, we made

Outbound Baggage and

Huggins, III of the Ariel

and a cast of 27 multicul

"Our production of the

the decision to change ven

Security

Business Group, Inc. The

tural singers and dancers.

Black Nativity originally

ues from the Mahaffey to

Project.

features

Sarasota

It is our

Theater

mation at (727) 892-5767.

Mayor Wins
Development Award -

Enhancements
A VIP apprecia

work completed by the

tion reception was held at

minority contractors cov

the Renaissance Tampa

ered most trades and spe

Hotel at the International

cialty areas and the size of

Plaza (4200 Jim Walter
Blvd.). The reception be

their contracts ranged from
$30,000 to over $1 million.

his leadership in St. Peters

will be in Pinellas Park

Mayor Rick Baker re
cently received the 2004

gan at 6:30 p.m.; the din

The celebration was

burg's recent resurgence.

now through Dec. 11 in the

ner and awards presenta

hosted by The Ariel Busi

President's Award from the

The regional chapter of

and business owners im

parking lot of the former

ness Group, Joswig Con

Tampa Bay Chapter of the

NAIOP includes more than

pacted

Hurricanes

tion started at 7:30.
The TIA began operat-'

Jumbo Sports, 13355 49th

220 professionals in com

Frances and Jeanne may
still apply for FEMA assis

ing a 100% in-line bag

struction, Delgado Elec
tric, Horus Construction

tion or to apply for assis

National Association of
Industrial Office Proper
ties (NAIOP). At a banquet

mercial and residential de
velopment, planning, lend

handling system in June of

Services, Paragon Build

tance, contact FEMA at 1-

2004. Construction of the

ing Contractors, and REA

in Tampa last night, the

ing, real estate and proper

800-621-FEMA.

system took more than one

Remedial Solutions.

mayor was recognized for

ty management.

The 2004 Atlantic hur

Disaster Recovery Center

ricane season is now offi
cially over! Local residents
by

tance. The deadline is Dec.
31.
FEMA's
Mobile

St. N. For more informa

Triathlon Registration
Now Open
Registration for the

The

Olympic-distance

22nd annual St. Anthony's

swim-bike-run event will

Triathlon - one of the pre

be held on St. Petersburg's

mier races on the triathlon

waterfront April 24. For

circuit - is now open. Last

more information, contact

year's registration of ap

(727)825-1271, or go to

proximately 3,000 athletes

www.satriathlon.com/.

closed in just five days.

www.eldercare.gov

this

production of Langston

FEMA Application
Deadline Approaches

Job, family, aging parents.

anticipate

Baptist Church, 3455 26th

sion will be free.
Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B, - Bantu

I

10:55 a.m. The Alumni
Association is asking that
all Class of ‘59 and other

A public service ofthe.

ELDER
CARE

Please SUPPORT Our Paper
By PATRONIZING OUR

U.S, Attministradea on Agog

LOCATOR

ADVERTISERS

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

ZA-L AVAR'S

CARLA'S HAIR AFFAIR

321-6802
TODAY'S HAIR

323-9445
ANGELA'S HAIR SAFARI

323-4840
C & C HAir Design
447-3090

WAVES
BVDBQlQIM™

ESSENTIALS’-

Perfection
321-5545 f

TOTAL

L'orkel's HAir Design
"
327-3354
Robert's HAtR SAlon
866-7070 /

321-1930
Center STAGE Unisex SAlon
327-4074
A Precious Touchi
321- 8146
j
Meme's BeAuty
322- 1712
— - f- “y£«... J
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TAMPA bay area
THIS & THAT

How Do We Redevelop the Streets of
Midtown? -------------------------------------------

[RECOLLECTIONS

by Linda Young
Challenger correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG If city officials have their
way with county and state
officials, Midtown will
remain what
"quaint."

they

call

At least that was the
word used by Bob Jeffery,
the urban design project

by Mabel Cooper

coordinator

(823-6092)
TIS THE SEASON
A big “Thank You” to
Peggy Coleman, nutrition

them. The annual Christmas
dinner party was held at

for

by Frances Pinckney

St.

Petersburg, at the public
land development regula

Farewell to Jackie

tions meeting the city held

want her to suffer, and I

last Tuesday at Perkins

When she told me

Clubhouse.

Elementary School at l8th

about her diagnosis of ter

don’t

Avenue Street and 22nd

of McCall’s Family Res

When my friend and I
arrived, after being lost for

minal cancer, I was
speechless - glad that it

alone.”
Queta, a first cousin

taurant for the most enjoy
able fourth year in operation

five hours it seemed, we
found everyone in a jolly

Deputy Mayor Goliath
"Go" Davis commented

was a phone call; glad she

and good friend, took the

could not see the tears well

bus from Jacksonville and

and receptive mood.

that of all the meeting sites

up in my eyes and stream
down my face. She had

stayed weeks with Jackie.
She is a leukemia survivor

driven from Ft. Lauderdale

and had

coordinator for the 60 Plus
Seniors; Grady, Pat and Kim

anniversary luncheon party,
the two groups attended and
enjoyed on Nov. 24 at the
restaurant, 963 - 22nd St. S.
in Midtown.
According to someone
in the know, there were
(give or take) 75 senior
members attending during
the celebration, at different
times.
In addition to food to
please most palates, we
chewed the fat with each
other, and those that still
could, cut a few steps to the
melodious sounds of oldies
but still goodies, with music
man spinning the sides. His
given name is William
“BiU” Gale, Jr., and it was
heavenly.
Near the end, there was

Coquina

Key

Lakeside

Street South.

There was one of the

throughout the city that the

prettiest Christmas trees
I’ve seen in a long time,

Midtown location contin
ued to draw the largest

Christmas music to listen to
on the stereo, plenty of

crowds.

Bob Jeffery, urban design project coordinator for St Petersburg; Deputy
Mayor Go Davis, and program participant Betty Dende.
ance becomes part of the

"Midtown

is

con

code for that neighbor
hood, Jeffery said.

until June 2005 to com
plete the plan. Then they
will make application, and

be based on what is being
built."

In other words, instead
of one standard building

expect final approval from
the county and State so

credit if there were on

code for the entire city, St.

they can adopt the new reg

Petersburg is broken down
into certain types of neigh

ulations in February 2006.

town and commercial, to
decrease the amount of

down-home cooked, tasty

cerned about its develop

soul food, and conversation
with people we haven’t seen

ment," Davis said.

since years and months.
Guests and family

one of the areas in the city
that has deep lots that are

members enjoying the even
ing were: Louise Butler,

only 100 feet wide, along
with many alleys, other

Beldin and Betty Brown,

parts of the city have wider

Rose M. Jackson, Phyllis

lots

Young, Monroe and JoAnn

Complicating matters are

borhoods each with its own
distinct building codes. .
That will cut down on the
time the city spends granti

Davis, Marilyn Jackson,

the transportation corri

ng variances.

Michael, Rosa, CeCe and

dors, commercial districts

Nyah Sandy, Jannie Wells
and yours truly, Mabel T.
Cooper.

and industrial areas that are

Hosting the amicable
affair were ‘55 Class mem

Although Midtown is

without

linear

instead

alleys!

of

neat

squares that all need
buffers to separate them
from

close

residential

"This is what will be in
place

for the next 30

a drawing for lucky ticket

bers attending, in addition to

lolders. Altamese Spillman

Louis Williams and wife
Jacque, were: Rose M.

Those conditions make
re-writing the land devel

Even traffic corridors
that cut through the city

drawing - a monetary gift

Hopkins, Primus B. Butler

such as Central Avenue,

certificate. Yours truly was

III, Doris Valentine, Barbara

Fourth Street, 22nd Street,
22nd Avenue North and

the second place winner - a

Nelson, Annie G. Sinclair,

opment regulations diffi
cult, and time-consuming,
but in the end, the new reg

arge gift-wrapped box of
bod, and I mean FOOD!

Lucrezia Pittman, Thomas

ulations will save time.

22nd Avenue South have

and Elnora Manual, Willie

Here is how that works.

different

We all had high praises
for a lovely anniversary.
***

Foster and wife Gwen, and

AN ANNUAL HOLIDAY
PARTY
Friday night, Dec. 3,
starting at 8 p.m., President
Louis Williams and the

Carl and Elease Calhoun.
Merry Christmas, Class
of ‘55 and thanks for every
thing!
***
BELATED BIRTHDATE

start on upcoming holiday

to Altamese Spillman,
whose natal day is Dec. 8.
***

parties, to show how quick-

Now that I have your

y it can be done. They invit
ed family and friends to

attention, at this time I will
call it a wrap!

come and celebrate with

STAY LOOSE!

Class of 1955 got a head

requirements.

from front page

can

street parking, like down

develop now if they find a

spaces needed as on street
parking increases. The last

zoning category that fits

thing they want to do is

her

the

to

be

expertise,

with a cousin just a few

patience and compassion

weeks ago and visited with

to take care of Jackie, and

me. “Oh Jackie, I’m so

that she did, giving med-

sorry!” I said in a choked , ications, baths and contort
voice. She soon turned the ing her in the midnight
conversation
to
other
things: soap operas, poli

hours when sleep would

tics, etc. She spoke calmly

not go away.

not come and pain would

and was positive about

Her sisters, Maxine

prayer, hope, and keeping
the faith. But when the

and Diane, live long dis
tances away, and visited

and apply to have the prop

tear down a building to

erty rezoned.

provide a parking lot for

conversation was over, I
lay myself down and cried

another building, Jeffery

aloud for Jackie with the

members

said.

pretty dimpled smile like
my Mama’s.

extended family.

I called her frequently
and when she missed a
call, she’d leave a mes

graduated
from
high
school, Jackie wrote her a

"We won't change sin
gle family to multi-fami
ly," Jeffery said. "We're not

gle-family

Jeffery told The Weekly
Challenger

that

having

parking lots in the middle
of streets was like having a

of

When

the

my

large

daughter

very inspiring

letter.

I

sage: “Frankie, I hope you

saved it and even submit

missing.

are doing well.” She was

ted it as part of my col

concerned about my ongo
ing illness.

umn:

Davis announced that

neighborhood, would sur
vive under a grandfather

there are a still unknown

encourage lowering popu
lation density — while pre

frequently as did other

beautiful smile with teeth

residential

clause with a twist. To

when they could and called

“Dear Carole Ann,

During one of our con

We are all so proud of

He

versations, she said, “I’m
going to be 52 On my birth

you, as you should be of
yourself. You have made

announced an update on
franchises and leased space

day and there’s a lot more
living I’d like to do,” then

your first step to being an
adult. It’s the first of many

she sighed and conceded
that she was blessed with a

steps you’ll take
to
“grown-upness.” It’s a

large, loving family and

right step. There will be
more right steps in your
life from here on, but there

number of retail spaces
available in the new
Tangerine

Plaza.

The Royale Theater is

Central Avenue is bigger

serving the income pro
duced by such a property

an example of a building
not built according to code
because the building is too

and has more of a buffer

— a building owner could

at Perkins Elementary
School on Dec. 15, at 6

with First Avenue South

replace an apartment build
ing with a newer one if it

p.m. with Larry Newsome,
the president of Urban

had fewer apartments.

Development

Solutions,

many good friends, espe
cially at the law firm where

In the meantime, to
better buffer a residential

and a representative from

she worked. “I’ve had a

will also be many wrong

Sembler Corporation, the

pretty good life,” she said
softly. But I know that

steps. Be careful in your

"Please tell friend and

sometimes life wasn’t too

requirements for fences
change under the new reg

bring two friends. If you

dnd to Jackie, but whatev

are interested in a franchise

er the circumstances, she

Jackie enjoyed a mother/daughter/friend
rela
tionship with our cousin,

ulations to reflect the pur

opportunity for the retail

pose. That means that a
business could not use a

cery store," Davis said.

appeared to bounce back
and make the best of this
business of life. Although

close to the street, but they
obtained variances. What

and First Avenue North.
We try to make 22nd
Avenue South smaller and

the new standards do is
build those special circum

more intimate, Jeffery said.

stances into the code, so
what is currently a vari-

percent complete and they
expect the process to take

Indeed, the plan is now 80

Helping Preserve
Financial Security
During Uncertain Times

PTEC

people

years," so we want to get it. looking at making drastic
right, Jeffery said. It will changes. Just improving
take time because "We what is there."
have to look parcel by par
Non-conforming uses,
cel."
such as apartments in a sin

areas.

was the recipient of the first

Although

They would give a

want

our efforts," said Evelyn
Gardner (RN,MS, ARNP),

property from a commer
cial or industrial one the

leasing agency.

space associated with gro

stepping..."

Eva. She was glad to get to
know that side of the fami
ly that she did not know

chain link fence between

Although he couldn't

it is said that God propor

their property and a resi

say who was coming, an

tions the frequency and

I am sure that Eva is just as

dential property, but could

weight of trials to which

pleased with the relation

if the adjoining property

example of franchises are
those such as Kentucky

the case requires, I am sure

ship as Jackie was. She

was also commercial or

Fried

that sometimes perhaps

industrial.

Subway. Information on
"business assistance and a
list of franchise opportuni

“Whew,

was there for her during
her illness.
The funeral service
was beautiful, I was told. I
feel that Jackie was sign

Chicken

and

ackie

said,

when she was growing up.

row. Taylor-Herring sum
marized by saying, "Polish

Department Chairperson.

ties interested in partnering

enough already!”
She talked about the
heartbreak of the divorce

your mind with knowledge

proud of what our nursing
department strategy has

where possible they want

with others," will be avail

that she did not want. She

ing right along with our

ed to move it to the rear or

able at that meeting.

accomplished.

side

cousin, Dr. Carl Crawford,
Ph.D., when he sang
“Great Is Thy Faithful

the

until it shines like spark
ling diamonds, dive for

Nursing

Program

pants that parking was a
major concern and that

"Together we are all

We also

pearls and wisdom, and
swim in the oceans of

appreciate our partnerships
with industries who wel

achievement for your path
end here, it’s just begin

comes our graduates in
today’s ever changing
health society and who

ning."

assist with closing the gap

way of excellence does not

Jeffery told the partici

"We congratulate both
the new graduates and

to the current nursing
shortages throughout our

nursing faculty of the nurs

country."

ing program, as well as ad
ministration who supports

(Photos by Shedrick
Rhodes.)

and

"I do think Bob Jeffery

wanted the marriage to last
forever. She wondered

homes. Another problem

gave excellent information
about what is expected to

sometimes if she was to
’lame. I refused to listen to

come to the Midtown
area," said program partic
ipant Betty Dende.

her blaming herself. I, who

of

buildings

was to make sure that an
additional buffer between
businesses and residences
More than 125 years of serving our
clients when they need us most.

Prudential

Financial

Crowing and Protecting Your Wealth’

Prudential Financial is a registered service mark of The Prudential insurance Company of
America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates.

IFS-A068097 Ed. 08/2003

In spite of a beautiful
arranged
program,

ly

sometimes “ugly” creeps
itself in before and after

buffer noise from neigh

Davis said, "This meeting
from the outset has been a

everybody and every situa
tion, told her that she was
the good and best in that

funerals

bors.

very important one be

relationship. Then I criti

The plan also calls for

cause in keeping with what

changing current parking

we have from Midtown
residents" on what they

cized and did a little bash
ing to the one who did not

garbage cans were as close

space

requirements

for

some homes as well as
businesses.
"With residential a lit

The Weekly Challenger
Welcomes Your Articles and
Pictures of Community
Interest Events

May the role of Pollyanna,
trying to find good in

was built by ensuring that
to buildings as possible to

The Prudential Insurance Company
of America
Roy Janies - Premier Agent
4100 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-4137

ness.” She liked that song
and she loved to sing.

tle change" now a two bed

After

the

meeting,

wanted "in other words
that Midtown wouldn't be
shortchanged."

room or 12 bedroom house

Davis also said that
Jeffery was doing an excel

needs two spaces, that will

lent job "dealing with the

change so a two bedroom
house needs one space and

Midtown character in a

a 10 bedroom house needs

way that will facilitate
development and com

four, Jeffery said. "It will

merce."

?ass my “good” test. She
aughed at my harshness.
During her illness, her
oldest sister Marva took
the bus from Gainesville
every month to stay with
rer. She told me, “I don’t

and

sabotages

grief and mourning among
family and friends. But
Jackie is beyond the trivial
conflicts of this world.
“Ugly” can’t touch her
now. Our Jackie with the
dimpled smile, like my
Mama, is sleeping in the
arms of Jesus the Savior!

News Deadline Is 4 P.M. Mond

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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Celebrating Christmas With the Deltas

ST. PETERSBURG The pictures show what a
joy it was to see the chil

box to drop them in. They

dren at the Deltas’ "Break

carols playing throughout
and a special song by little

tributing members of soci

took pictures with Mr. and
Mrs. Santa Claus to put in

Miss Roberts, who showed

their memory books.

Congratulations go out
to Chairperson Cathy Ca

ety.

fast with Santa" having fun

A hearty breakfast, like

evidence of becoming the
next "Whitney Houston,"

and enjoying themselves

the one your mother used

or." Patty Labelle" for sure,

a wonderful experience.

with wide-eyed innocence.

taking her own place in
infamy some day.

PTEC was a perfect setting

The annual breakfast took

to fix, was catered by
Roberts, and enjoyed by

place last Saturday morn

all.

ing at the Pinellas Tech

There were booths for
face painting, Art projects,

There was a step show
by the Del-teens and the

ing, said Delta Mary Nel

nical

Education

Center

son and her committee for

and became a magical
wonderland for the morn

Delta Academy girls - two

son.

(PTEC) campus.

painting names on Apples

groups of young ladies the

Mr. Claus was anon
ymous and Mrs. Claus was
played by Mrs. Yvonne

to hang on their Christmas

Deltas work with to make a

The President Sharon
Wilson would like to thank

trees and many more activ
ities. A bicycle was raffled

difference in their lives.

all who came out for this

The Deltas work with the

wonderful experience - one

Alsup. The children had a

off and each child received

girls academically as well

chance to write letters to

a gift bag and candy canes.

the children will remember
it for years to come.

Santa and a special mail

There were Christmas

as socially, to help them
become successful, con

Office
SAVE UP TO 30%
ON PRINTING, LABELING & FILING
2 FOR

$12

I Printer

Beg. S99.95
OR $8.87 per Ream

BROTHER0 P-TOUCH
PC LABEL PRINTER
• Print directly from your PC

The Deltas’ “Breakfast with Santa” event was truly enjoyed by all!!!

ST. PETERSBURG Johnnie

Ruth

Clarke

Health Center has the flu
vaccine and will be hold
ing "Flu Shot Friday" this
Friday, Dec. 10, from 8
a.m. - 3 p.m. The flu shots
will be given on a first
come, first serve basis for
adults. The cost is $20.
For more information,
please call the clinic at
(727) 821-6701.

hijf.

a _
WASHINGTON O.C.

BUILDTHEDREAM.0W3

m

White Labels:

•110 brightness

3-M‘x1-¥ 505-456 $18.83

• 24-lb stock

2<x100' 505-744 $19.83
506-168 $9.89

8-54" x 11", Ream 530-972

photos by Rassi

Johnnie
Ruth
Clarke
Offers "Flu
Shot
Friday” -—

Model QL500 506-232

HP® BRIGHT WHITE
INKJET PAPER

While supplies last Available in store only

4"x2-W 384-584 $18.82

30% OFF

97
Each

Avery Clear & Foil Labels

Reg. $10.97

TAMPA BAY BLACK BUSINESS
INVESTMENT CORPORATION, INC.
Need a Loan for Your African-American-Business?

ELDON* FILE TOTES
• Portable boxes lor
your hanging folders!

What is the Tampa Bay Black Business
Investment Corporation (BBIC)?
It is a non-profit corporation established to
assist the development and growth of AfricanAmerican owned businesses in Hillsborough
and PineIlas Counties. The goal of the BBIC
is to help African -American owned businesses obtain needed capital. The BBIC also
administers loan programs, which are not race
specific. The BBIC since its inception has
funded over $7,800,000 in loans.
The BBIC. has a number of loan programs.
One of the BBIC loan programs works with
the Small Business Administration (SBA). The
following are the SBA programs that the
BBBIC participates in. The loans are arranged
through banks.
1. SBA Pre-aualification loan program. Some
of the requirements are
a. Maximum loan amount is
$250,000.
b. Use of funds- Business assets purchase, working capital, construetion and real estate purchases.
c. Collateral- business and/or personal assets.
■
d. Borrower’s equity-10%-20% at a
minimum.
e. Application fee- Non-refundable
fee of $100 and a processing fee
up to $400.

2. SBA Express Loan program.
a. Maximum loan amount is
$16,000.
b. Use of funds- Business assets purchase and working capital.
c. Collateral- business and/or personal assets.
d. Borrower’s equity-10% at a minimum.
e. Application fee-$475,
refundable if loan declined.

Where Can I Apply?

Hillsborough county

Black 566-912
Blueberry 566-928

Coupon Code 67581552/69328730*

Contents not included.

$749

2 FOR

*5

OR $3.78 Each

WILSON-JONES 1“ LOCKING
ROUND-RING VIEW BINDERS
• 2 interior pockets keep papers organized
White 549-220

2105 N. Nebraska Avenue
Tampa, Fl 33602
(813) 274-7925
Fax (813) 274-7927
E-mail: hs7g@ci.tampa.fl.us
PINELLAS COUNTY
Business Development Center
1045 16th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl. 33705
(727) 826-5785
Fax (727) 826-5976
E-mail: hs7t@ci.tampa.fl.us

Coupon Code 94029008*

DON’T MISS THE TOP 100 GIFTS
THAT MEAN BUSINESS!
ASK ABOUT OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
43N,

1.800.GO DEPOT
(1.800.463.3768)

CALL

fax: 1.800.685.5010

I

CLICK

officedepot.com
AOL
AOL keyword:
keyword:
officedepot

”

I

COME BY

1.800.
1.800.GO DEPOT
(1.800
(1.800.463.3768) to
locate a store near you

Prices and offers good 12/9/04 ttiroiigh 12/15/04 (unless otherwise noted), some products and offers
‘ Quantifies
*
•- limited to in-stock
items only.
may be available in store only.
i
s good tovard addta al purchases anc cannot be appfed to cerrenf
e«d»trewrem«»4wl(»p«f»Kfrarnw*w»''
'
‘
'
'
« the light to limit quantities stricttoeach customer. Coupons are good

' t® used as a ere# card payment Coupon citers not valid tot
ts are not
Coupons are not fransferaWe and not forresale,
h any other coupon offers. Offere a..........................
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Neighborly Care Network Celebrates
Four Years of Partnership with McCall’s Restaurant

Indulge Yourself!
Check Out 'The
Chocolate
Nutcracker* This
Weekend at Ruth
Eckerd Hall!
CLEARWATER
"The Chocolate Nutcrack
er" runs Dec. 10 through

and gospel music as more
than 250 local young and

Dec. 12 at Ruth Ecked

perform this unique and

Hall. Now in its seventh

mesmerizing version of the

year at Ruth Eckerd, join

holiday classic that is an

Claire and the Chocolate

annual sell-out.
Tickets for all per
formances are on sale to

Nutcracker on an amazing
journey in dance, from
1950s Harlem to the exhil
arating rhythms of West
Africa, with a festive and
zilian Carnivale. Delight in

or at the ticket office at

the wonderful and exciting

1111 McMullen Booth Rd.

jazz, Afro-Cuban, hip-hop

in Clearwater.

agencies, such as Neigh

this time, their mission has

borly, to move toward new

remained the same health, wellness and inde

nutritional needs by provid
eral funding sources. Sen
ior

opened in November 2000

socialization

group

such as Meals on Wheels

to two diners. Within the

and Senior Group Dining,

first two weeks, nearly 60

activities.
The collaboration be

seniors had enrolled. Elders

tween

and

at 963 22nd St. S. The cost

can choose lunch options

McCall’s originated with

Act. Florida’s Department

proving and ensuring the

for each attending guest
was $4.

from

encouragement from state
governing bodies and fed

of Elder Affairs has encour

well-being of seniors in our

aged community service

community.

partnership created the
only program of its kind in

The Neighborly Senior
Dining site at McCall’s

the fourth anniversary of a

strives to improve its serv
ices, as well as expand its

the state of Florida.
On Nov. 24, there was

tween Neighborly Care
Network and McCall’s

reach within the communi

an 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. lunch,

ty. McCall’s is located in

sitting at McCall’s, located

Family Restaurant, a long

the "Front Porch Area" of

standing fixture in the com

St. Petersburg, as designat

munity.

ed by Gov. Jeb Bush. This

wonderful partnership be

Neighborly has

ing specialized menus,
locations and activities, if

aged to stay afterward for

been serving seniors for
many years and continually

a

cafeteria-style

menu, featuring home-style

and

Neighborly

the General Public and
available by telephone

electrifying visit to a Bra

cooking. They are encour

ST. PETERSBURG Recently celebrated was

artists

(727) 791-7400, on-line at
www.rutheckerdhall.com,

and innovative ways to
serve the community’s
Diners enjoy the fourth anniversary celebration along with a delicious holiday meal.

talented aspiring

pendent living for individu
als and their families.
For more information
on the Neighborly Care

necessary.
For 38 years, Neigh

Network’s Senior Dining
grams,

are partially funded by the

borly Care Network has
been in the forefront of

federal Older Americans

eldercare programs, im

nutrition

programs,

program or any other pro
call

(727)

573-

9444.

Throughout

Zeta Phi Beta News
The Regional Conference was a Success!

Electing New Leadership,
Preparation for Annual Holiday
Breakfast Underway-----------------

Petersburg's chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta

Sorority, Inc.,

attended the SE Regional
Leadership Conference in
Savannah, Ga., Nov. 1820. The southeastern re
gion is comprised of the
states of Florida, Georgia,
South Carolina, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. More
than 500 Zetas and auxil
iary members participated.
The featured speaker
for the conference was the
International

President

Barbara C. Moore. She is
also vice-president for In
L-R: Daphne Miller, outgoing president and Roslyn Cunningham,
new president

stitutional Advancement at
Benedict College, Colum

tarian; Margaret Redvict,

iaries, they will strive to

New officers were installed

Chaplain;

provide services according

and presented enthusiastic

Cavin, Reporter.

plans to lead the St. Peters
burg Chapter of Zeta Phi

The St. Petersburg
chapter has selected activi

Beta Sorority, Inc. as they

ties that will be beneficial

step

move forward into another

ST. PETERSBURG -

and

Emma

L-R: Emma Cavin, Margaret Redvict and Roslyn Cunningham

bia, S.C.
men, and children.

Elizabeth Brown, repre

president Josephine Lamp-

sented Florida in the ora

ley,

bership while enhancing

nator and Assistant Amicae

torical contest and walked

member, Samantha Brown,

the services for the public.

Coordinator for the SE

services to those in need.

Under her leadership, the

Region,

estab

tance

The Annual Holiday

al initiatives that have been

Breakfast on Dec. 18 is a

invigorating to Zeta's mem

local

to children, the elderly, and

group's goal of providing

year of community service.

some members of the gen

Throughout

toward

the

provided

recent

eral population. These ac

FOr nearly 20 years, this

organization

tivities will include semi

breakfast has served as

lished

Zetas

Amicae director, Annye

Roslyn J. Cunningham, re
minded members of the

nars, workshops, informa

both a fund raiser and spec

Roberts, and the Regional

tacular social event for the

national goals and pro

tive public programs, com
petitions for special a-

Helping Other People
Excel through mind, body,

community during the holi

and spirit. The goal of Z-

Strozier-Weaver,

grams they are expected to

wards, as well as fund
drives for.charitable causes.

day season.
The 2004
breakfast will be at the St.

HOPE

implement locally. To be
sure that the goals will be

three of them conducted a
program with a wide range

met, she appointed chair

has

Z-Hope:

is

to

positively

impact the lives of people

to

the

national

Coordinator,

lifecycle. The program fo

of activities that proved to
be enlightening and enrich

persons and called for the

about the needs of the com

tickets,

contact

cuses on the holistic ap

ing for the members of the

formation of various com

munity. Then, through their

Paulette Jones at (727) 827-

proach of helping to devel

Amicae auxiliary.

mittees. Z-HOPE, or Zetas

membership and that of

0937.

op and sustain a mind,

same time, National Youth

Helping Other People Ex

their adult and youth auxil-

body, and spirit for women,

Director,

Several members of St.

READ THE CHALLENGER BEFORE
IT HITS THE NEWS STANDS.

Emma

VISIT
WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM

the

ue to seek information

please

At the
Cavin,

Barbara Moore,
International President
of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc.

cel is the program devel

teamed

oped by Zeta's national pre

directors, Malinda Stovall

away with the first place

sident and used throughout

and Dr' Denisha Hendricks,
to present information and

trophy.

provide plans for the im

School.

the nation as a blueprint for
all activities by "the ladies

100KING FOR A

in blue".
Other local officers in
ma Bell, First Vice Presi

MR) PENINUILAIEAFOOD

dent; Lisa Wilson, Second

MARKET & RESTAURANT

Kay Mullen,

Secretary of the Treasury;
Gloria East, Corresponding
Secretary; Paulette Jones,
Recording Secretary; Benita E. Swanson, Parliamen-

the

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS.
IGNORE THEM AND THEY’LL GO AWAY,

other

plementation of the newly

Elizabeth is a sen

ior at St. Petersburg High
Roslyn

Cunningham

FRESH FISH MARKET?

stalled are as follows: Al

Treasurer;

f

with

and Zeta Amicette

Mary
as

Petersburg Country Club.
For further information and

at all stages of the human

also attended this confer
ence.

assis

meeting, the new president,

Vice President; Juanita
Wilson, Third Vice Presi
dent; Lou Ellar Wreaves,

Kay

Margaret Redvict, who is
Florida's Amicae Coordi

St. Petersburg resident

The group will contin

president),

Mullen, Alma Bell, Amicae

Within tlje past year,
Moore has launched sever

the

(local

designed youth program.
Zeta Archonette member,

to those needs.

400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg/ FL
327- 8309
328- 8309
'Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday... Gone Fishin' .

Party Travs From $21
* Scallops, Ovsters, Conch, Crab $
8+Varieties Fresh Fish
Special Orders OUR PLEASURE!

Z

PLATINUM
GOLD
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN PINELLAS COUNTY

MOBILE AUTO DETAILING
You've tried the Rest. Now try the Best!

AFTSRSCHOOLNOW.ORG

"WE COME TO YOU"
WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

FOR OVER 21 YEARS

Home Phone: 726-0877 • Mobile Phone: 710-2744
Owner - Falencia Robinson

1-866-KlDS-TODAy
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Gibbs High School Congratulates Its Top Football Players
and Cheerleaders

J.V. cheerleader Alesia Davenport, her parents, Lesia and Richard, and her brother, varsity player Richard, were all in attendance.
ST. PETERSBURG—
Yolanda Perry and Kevin Williams. Williams, a member of the Class of ’06,
plays running back, inline receiver and defensive back for Gibbs.

letic dinner, celebrating the

a look at a few snapshots

Last Wednesday, Dec. 1,

school’s top football play-

from the event!

Gibbs High held their ath-

ers and cheerleaders. Take

photos by Rassi

Pictured here are the Gibbs’ junior varsity and varsity coaches.

Cheerleading coach Karen Gilpin helped organize the event.

St. Petersburg community

Petersburg community is

On Monday, Dec. 6, the

service

First

Hospice of the Florida

Avenue South and 31st

Suncoast’s

Street.

ST. PETERSBURG-

commenced

groundbreaking on the new

Sheila Foy (South Center

Earnest Williams and Vice

well on its way to con

staff),

Mayor Tish Elston.

struction of the new center.

ground with Mayor Rick

With the ground

Pictured here, home health

Baker,

breaking ceremony, the St.

aides Edna Mitchell and

Rick

center

at

turn

over

some

Commissioners
Kriseman

and

8
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STATE NEWS
Leaders Back Bill to Expand Help
to Felons Getting Out of Jlail

Jacksonville Man Dies During Arrest for Open
Container----------------------------------------------- -------------

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.

(AP) - Florida's top legisla

of the men, Keith “Baby-

who is black, asked the

in

NAACP for help and said

police custody last Friday

had not yet opened their

they believe their loved one

when a police officer took

cans of beer when they

was the victim of both

the man to the ground

were handcuffed. He said

police brutality and racial

while arresting him for

Evans didn't struggle, but

profiling by a white police

having an open container of

complained his handcuffs

officer. Local NAACP offi

alcohol, officials and wit

were too tight just before

cials planned to meet with

nesses said.

the officer took him to the

Sheriff John Rutherford

ground.

this week.

-

unarmed

posal requiring county jails

have

served

their

sen

tences.
If the changes become
law, the right to vote, hold
public office and serve on
juries could be extended to

A

49-year-old

man

died

Sammy Lee Evans was
pronounced dead at Shands

an estimated 50,000 felons

Jacksonville hospital about

denied their civil rights in

an hour after the 1:30 a.m.

recent years.
The current law re

The family of Evans,

face" Stafford, 33, said they

(AP)

tive leaders support a pro
to help felons get their civil
rights restored once they

police arrested them. One

Then Stafford said he
heard a sickening crack.

Underwood, 27, joined
the Sheriff's Office in June

“You never heard a

2003. He was placed on

sound like this," Stafford

paid leave during the inves

quires the state Department

Police said Evans was

said. “When they flipped

tigation.

of Corrections to help
felons leaving state prisons

struggling with the Officer

him over, they knew some

Kaleb Underwood and hit

thing was wrong."

with the required paper

his head on the ground as

work, and their names are
automatically forwarded to
the state Clemency Board
for consideration.
However, that

arrest.

“This biIl seems to have real merit," said Senate
President Tom Lee, R-Brandon. “All prisoners, irre
spective of where they are incarcerated, should be
treated fairly."

he resisted arrest. After
Evans

was

arrested

paramedics were called, the
police report said.

folks that are in the state
correctional system, then

of any bills until we've

ing arrest and they did what

looked at them."

they were trained to do,"

we should do it for the

Florida is one of six
states where felons are per

rights.
Any proposal would be

folks that are in the county
system as well so that they

manently stripped of their

know what the process is to

civil rights unless they are

considered

restore their civil rights,"

restored by the Clemency

Legislature in the 2005 ses

Bense said.

Board, which is made up of

sion beginning in March.

State Sen. Frederica
Wilson, D-Miami, is draft

Bush and the three mem

ing legislation that would

Civil liberties groups

Senate President Tom Lee,
R-Brandon. “All prisoners,
irrespective Of where they

require jails to provide
clemency applications and

have been critical of the

are incarcerated, should be

mates, as Corrections does

felons

released

from county jails, even
though most are nonviolent
offenders with the best shot
at regaining

their civil

by

the

“This bill seems to
have real merit," said

treated fairly."
It also has drawn the

assistance to outgoing in
for state inmates.

early backing of House

“If the Legislature feels
compelled to change the

Speaker Allan Bense, R-

law, that's fine. They have

bers of the state Cabinet.

state's system because of

/^ash ri Karry,

became unresponsive and

the right to do that’T can't
comment on the specifics

ignores

VISFI OURLIQUOR STORE

he

Panama City.
“If we do it for the

law

Local NAACP officials planned to meet with Sheriff
John Rutherford this week.

“Somebody was resist

said police union President
Nelson Cuba.
But

witnesses

said

U.S.D.A.

Evans had complained that
his handcuffs were too
tight,

then

slammed

the

him

officer
to

the

think

you

ground.
“I

don't

should kill a man about an

the long-term impact on
people who have served

open beer," Barney Evans,

their sentences and the
law's disproportionate ef

Florida Times-Union.

fect on blacks.

men were standing near his

the man's brother, told The
Evans and two other
house early Friday when

State Grant to Aid Restoration of Bethune
Home------------exterior

DAYTONA BEACH,

of

the

house,

Fla. - Bethune-Cookman

replacing portions of the

College President Dr. Tru-

interior’s

die Kibbe Reed and Mary

pressure washing the brick

McLeod Bethune Founda

masonry

and

tion

materials,

repairing

Director

Margaret

wooden floor,
concrete
the

roof, installing a climate

Symonette are pleased to
announce a $300,000 grant

control system and replac

from the Florida Division

ing existing electrical com

of Historical Resources to

ponents.
"I am extremely excit

preserve the home of Dr.
Mary

McLeod

located on the

Bethune
College

campus.
The home

currently

The Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation located on
the campus of Bethune-Cookman College attracts
over 14,000 visitors a year.
entire nation,” Dr. Reed ; in a simple gravesite locat

ed that the renovations will
take place to bring the
house to its original form,”
Symonette said.

serves as a museum and is

said. "We are grateful for

visited by over 14,000 ele

this grant that will allow us

ed behind the home.
The home was con

Office of College Advance

mentary, middle and high

to preserve part of her lega

structed in 1905 and pur

ment served as the project’s

school students, scholars

cy for future generations."

Gia Symonette of the

chased for Dr. Bethune

grant writer, with assis

Listed on the National

through the generosity of

tance from Dr. Shirley B.

Registry of Historic Places

long time friends and bene

Lee. State Senator Evelyn

Bethune Foundation repre

as

United

factors Thomas H. White, a

J. Lynn, State Representa

sents

of

Methodist Historic Site, the

sewing machine magnate,

tive

Bethune-Cookman College

home is filled with price

and James M. Gamble,

Daytona Beach Yvonne

and is a testimony to Dr.

less artifacts, memorabilia

founder of the Procter and

Scarlett-Golden.

Bethune's tireless efforts in

and

Gamble company.

the struggle for education,

Upon her death in 1955,

The grant will cover

and civil rights for the

Dr. Bethune was laid to rest

the cost of improving the

and tourists each year.
"The Mary McLeod
the , history

well

as

period

a

furnishings.

Joyce

Cusack

and

Israel

Boneless
SirioinChops
SmUeblmGeneroxo
SeifBosSi'ng

“Question
everything.
Every stripe,
fwOMW'Jept'

every star,
Catfish Fillets

every word

Cooked Ham
Hormel

spoken.
Blit#

vft1*

Everything.”
Si ”:sttSl!i‘

- author
Ernest J.
Gaines

<H.

T3a?2.’i

6 MS

We gHBRtee the quafty of aS« fresh produce meat, seafood, <Wi, lately and Kash n'Karry brand tens. If you're
LEY ::
itt amptefysisflwf with tee purchses, just taw te unfttd portion, and we wilfglatSy rdund

S3®

DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK!
See in store lor stab
.. Seeinfloebrds*

Prices Effective: Wednesday, December 8 - Tuesday, December 14,2004
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NATIONAL NEWS
Statewide Recount Shows Alabama’s
Segregation Amendment Failed------------by Phillip Rawls

“Despite the defeat of

Associated Press Writer

Amendment Two, I'm con
fident the vast majority of

MONTGOMERY, Ala.
(AP) - Unofficial totals
from a statewide recount

Alabamians support re
moving segregationist lan

confirmed last Friday that

guage from our constitu

Alabama voters decided by

tion. It's disappointing a

a tiny margin to keep segre

change made to Amend

gation-era language in the

ment Two caused enough

state constitution.
The unofficial tabula

concern and confusion that

tion,

completed

resulted in its loss," Riley

by

said.
But one lawmaker said

Secretary of State Nancy
Worley, showed there were
690,296 votes against the

the proposed amendment

constitutional amendment

blacks in the Legislature if

will face opposition from

1,766 votes, or 0.13 per

Alabama Rep. Alvin Holmes said he plans to meet
with other black leaders to organize a rally at the
state CapitoI because defeat of the amendment
shows racism stil exists in this state."
required
segregated the state judicial building,

cent.

schools and poll taxes,

that would have removed
the language and 688,530
votes for it - a difference of

The original vote tabu
lation after the election

amendment.
“Under no

circum-’

stances will we support the

which were used to keep

the fight against its pas

bill with that language out.

blacks and poor whites

sage.

It was put in there for racial

from voting. It also would

similar narrow margin -

have removed

cent.

guage removing the 1956

were among the leaders of

Nov. 2 showed it lost by a
1,850 votes, also 0.13 per

it does not include lan

language

added in 1956 that said

Supporters

included

Republican Gov. Bob Ri

purposes," said Rep. Alvin
Holmes, who is black.

ley, who said other provi

“That's the most racist

there is no constitutional

sions in Alabama's consti

Worley, the state's chief

right to an education at

tution would block any

part," Holmes said of the
1956 amendment. "They

elections official, cautioned

public expense in Alabama

court-ordered increases.

were saying if schools are

that the totals are unofficial

- a change that foes of the

until all recount numbers
from all 67 counties are
certified next week. “But

amendment said could lead
to huge, court-ordered tax
hikes for schools.

Riley said that he will
ask the Legislature in its

integrated the state's not
going to pay for them."

February session to ap

Holmes said he plans

prove a version of Amend

to meet with other black

ment

would

leaders to organize a rally

this is an indication it is not

The last provision drew

going to turn around," she

criticism from some fiscal

remove only the constitu

at the state Capitol because

said.

and

tional language on segre

defeat of the amendment
“shows racism still exists in

religious

conserva

Two

that

Her office contacted

tives. State Christian Coa

gated

election officials in all

lition President John Giles

taxes. That's what he origi

counties to get the unoffi

and former Chief Justice

nally wanted this time, but

cial recount tally.

Roy Moore, ousted from

the Legislature decided to

can Party Chairman Elbert

expand his recommenda

Peters, one of the oppo

Amendment

Two

office last year for refusing

schools

and poll

this state."
Former state Republi

would have erased unen

to

Ten

tion before presenting it to

nents of Amendment Two,

forced

Commandments
monu
ment from the rotunda of

voters in the Nov. 2 elec

said he was pleased the
outcome didn't change, but

language

from

Alabama's constitution that

move

his

tion.

he

was

concerned

that

some counties saw varia
tions of more than a hun
dred votes between Nov. 2
and the recount.
“The procedure was
not as good as it needs to

Rosa

Accompanied by Steele,

from front page

she began making more
appearances, traveling the

Luther King, Jr. This was

country and abroad. She
met Nelson Mandela and

the quiet crusader, whose
life was so viciously threat

Pope John Paul II. She

ened that she had to flee

accepted many honors.
To her family, Parks

with her family to Detroit.

was never a' celebrity, just a

Yet these days, when

beloved aunt, who delight

McCauley talks to her own

ed in their huge annual

children about Parks, her

family reunions, who was

three teenagers ask: Why
is she suing OutKast? On
the phone from her home in
Atlanta, McCauley sighed.
“Auntie Rosa devoted
her whole life to taking

always reading and inquir
ing about current affairs,
On Dec. 1,1955, a Montgomery, Ala., bus driver
ordered Parks to give up her seat to a white man.
When she refused, she was arrested and fined.
AP photo

stands against the indigni
ties and sufferings of her

from the Ku Klux Kian.

“It was on all our minds,

race," she said. "That is

had been enrolled in a pri

But Parks, as a child,

why shouldn't we all be
At dusk on Dec. 1,
1955, Rosa Parks boarded

grubbing old lady who

English and science, white

the Cleveland Avenue bus

sued a rock band."

teachers taught black stu

and took that stand.

dents a philosophy of self

King described Parks'

mentia and cannot explain

worth and equality. Later

act as “an individual ex

for herself why she became

she worked at a military

pression of a timeless long

embroiled in two

base where segregation was

ing for human dignity and

banned.

freedom."

“I could ride on an

OutKast and their record

had the perfect plaintiff.

the entertainment industry

when I left the base, I had

soon

that has no connection to

to ride home on a segregat

leader in King, who led the

Parks, though it is titled

bus boycott that would par

“Rosa Parks" and its chorus

ed bus."
Quietly, she began to

goes, “Ah, ha, hush that
fuss, everybody move to

engage in small acts of
resistance, such as leading

Bus segregation was

the back of the bus."

youth

The civil rights movement
found

its

perfect

alyze the city for 381 days.

of the

ruled unconstitutional in
1956. Other triumphs fol

Parks

NAACP to Montgomery's

lowed, eventually leading

argue her name was wrong
ly used; they seek a total of
$5 billion.

main library, even though
they knew they would be

to the Civil Rights Act of

directed to the poorly
stocked branches for blacks

But while King and
others were catapulted to

ews, her closest relatives,
argue that Parks, who lived
a humble, frugal life,

across town.
She married Raymond

fame, Parks remained in
the shadows. She continued

Parks, a barber, drawn to

to go to marches and ral

him, she wrote, by “the fact

lies,

would never had :sued for
money. If she was upset,

he didn't seem to have that
meek attitude, what we

working, always juggling
low-paying jobs to support

they say, she would have
made a point of saying so.

called an Uncle Tom atti
tude toward white people."

her mother and husband. It
was at one such job, work

They
accuse
her
lawyer, Gregory Reed and

He was also deeply

ing as a seamstress in a tiny

involved in the NAACP.
There were secret nightly

sewing factory in Detroit,

for

Parks has no children.
Her 13 nieces and neph

her

caretaker,

Elaine

members

but never stopped

that she met 16-year-old
Elaine Steele, who became

Steele, of exploiting their

meetings

said.

ailing aunt for private gain.
Reed denies this; Steele

reports of lynchings and
other acts of racial vio

Parks' constant companion

declined to comment.

lence. As secretary of the

and confidante.
Historian

Douglas

NAACP Parks would read

Brinkley, Parks' biogra

them all.

pher, suggested the two

Totals certified after
the

general

showed

election

691,300

votes

A judge has named

against Amendment Two

Dennis Archer, a former

and 689,450 for it - a mar

Detroit mayor, to act as

gin of 0.13 percent. The
recount was the first done

Parks' guardian, asking him
to “stand in her shoes."

statewide under a 2003 law

But it is hard to imag

that requires
when

a

endless

She found solace in the
Bible

and

the

Methodist

women

bonded

partly

because Parks identified

Episcopal

with Steele's more militant

a recount

ine anyone standing in the

But she found a new

By the mid-1960s, Brinkley wrote of Parks: “the
had become a tough-mind

constitutional

shoes of a woman whose
near mythological status

way of thinking at the
Highlander Folk school in

than one-half percent.

has long eclipsed the reali

Tennessee, where blacks

ty of who she is and what

and whites lived side by

ed freethinking feminist,

she accomplished.

side, attending workshops

who had grown impatient

counties

had

close to or exactly the same
totals they had on Nov. 2,

gentle Christian woman

has

on civil rights and civil dis

with gradualist approach

but some saw variations of

chafed at the way she has

obedience. Parks spent 10

es."

hundreds of votes.

often been portrayed: A 42-

days there in the summer of

year-old

1955,

County election offi

Parks

herself

seamstress

so

returning

to

In the Detroit office of
Democratic

Rep.

exhausted

ences to some ballots not

stitching

being counted by electronic

Montgomery Fair Depart

scanners because they were

ment Store that she simply

year-old Claudette Colvin

pictures

too wrinkled, the lines

refused to budge.

had caused a sensation by

trooped in to

after

a

day

Montgomery with a new

Conyers,

hems

at

the

sense of resolve.

worked for 22 years, she

earlier,

15-

where

John
Parks

would dutifully pose for
when

visitors
see her,

made by voters having

“The only tired I was,"

getting arrested for refus

though she was never com

faded, and voters marking

she wrote in her autobiog

fortable with the spotlight.

the ballots with their per

raphy, “was tired of giving

ing to give up her seat to a
white passenger. Colvin's

sonal pens rather than those

in."

fiery language and the fact

bol," she wrote. "But I

that she was pregnant made

have never gotten used to

“I understand I am a sym

provided at polling places.

In fact, Parks had been

In a few instances, counties

actively involved in the

the

misplaced

ballots

National Association for

decide not to press a law

being a public person."
After retiring in 1988,

between the election and

the Advancement of Col

suit.

Parks threw herself into the

the recount, election offi

ored People, despite the

Still, as Fred Grey, a

Raymond and Rosa Parks

cials said.

fact that, at the time, any

young NAACP lawyer who

Institute for Self-Develop

Worley said the close

one who supported deseg

ate lunch with Parks nearly

ment, a nonprofit organiza

ness of Amendment Two

regation risked reprisals

every day, recalled,

tion to help young blacks.

some

But her family grew in
creasingly concerned about
Parks' hectic schedule and
Steele declined to be
interviewed. But Reed,
Parks' lawyer, bristled at
accusations she was being
exploited.
The lawsuit, he said, is
consistent with other stands
Parks has taken.
“It would be a greater
damage to her legacy not to
bring that suit," Reed said,
adding that lawyers were
scheduled for trial next
summer.
Settlement or not, for
some old civil rights war
riors, there is a tragic
poignancy to her plight.
John
Lewis
still
remembers the pride he felt
as a 15-year-old sharecrop
per's son in Troy, Ala.,
when he heard about Parks'
arrest.

NAACP

reluctantly

Emboldened,

he

gathered his brothers and
cousins and marched to the
local public library. They
knew they would be.
“But at least we felt we
were taking a stand, just
like

Mrs.

Parks,"

said

Lewis, a Democratic con
gressman from Georgia.
In Montgomery, 93year-old Johnnie Mae Carr
ponders the legacy of her
childhood friend.
It still seems like yes
terday, Carr said, that they
sat in the Dexter Avenue
Baptist Church and listened
to the new minister, King,

cials attributed the differ

Months

to

become."

view of black nationalism.

amendment loses by less
Most

wanted

were turned away, as they

African

Church.

I

trying to settle the case,

1964.

be in some counties," he

and

McCauley. “She was the

The NAACP finally

integrated trolley on the
base," she wrote. “But

Lawyers

ment to me," said Susan

her dependence on Steele.

At issue is a song about

company, BMG.

of the civil rights move

woman

At 91, Parks has de

involving the hip-hop duo

the computer.
“She wasn't the mother

bered, not some money-

suits

80s she became a vegetari
an, took up yoga, learned

taking such a stand."

vate school in Montgomery
where, in addition to

how she should be remem

always willing to look at
life in a fresh way. In her

speak.
It still seems like yes
terday, all the meetings and
marches and speeches, and
the powerful sense that a
force had been unleashed
that nothing could turn
back.
“Who

knows

what

Rosa thinks about the law
suit or if she ever heard the
song," Carr said. "But at
least, she has the right to go
to court and be treated fair
ly“We didn't have those
rights 50 years ago."

allowed election officials to
perform

their

first

statewide recount without
the public pressure that

NEWS

would be involved in a
recount for a major state

Office of National Drug Control Pottoy

“All progress is precarious, and the

DEADLINE

solution of one problem brings us

IS 4 P.M.

face to face with another problem.”

office.

Partnership for a Drug-Free Floflda and America

- “Since we are probably

Rjf information or ^assistance,.sfialtf

going to have more close
mm* BAND ProgramSmall Business Project

941-748-3411

Partnership for a Drug-Free AorWa
www.mlamtcoalitton.org

Hillsborough County
Ant (-Drug Alliance

(305)860-0817

313-276-2548

races in the future, this is a
good trial run," she said.

MONDAY

- Dr. Martin Luther, King, Jr.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
U.N. Rejects Call for Annan’s Resignation
by Edith M, Lederer

paid $2,500 a month to pre

food program, and he must,

Associated Press Writer

vent him from working for

therefore, be held account

competitors after he left the

able for the U.N.'s utter

company in 1998.

failure to detect or stop

UNITED NATIONS United Nations member
states voiced . support for

Annan said he under

Secretary-General Kofi An

stood "the perception prob

Saddam's abuses," Cole
man wrote.

nan after a U.S. senator

lem for the U.N.," but he

Ereli said the State

called for him to resign

reiterated that he has never

Department believes that

over possible fraud in Iraq's

been involved in granting

Congress has a right to

oil-for-food program. The

contracts to Cotecna or

investigate. But he added

State Department endorsed

anyone else.

that Annan "has been work

a Senate investigation of

The secretary-general

ing positively and coopera
tively" in trying to find out

the troubled program but

appointed

sidestepped the issue of

Federal Reserve chief Paul

Annan's future.

Volcker to head an inde

Eckhard reiterated that

pendent inquiry into the

until the Volcker investiga

Sen. Norm Coleman,
who is leading one of five
U.S. congressional investi
gations into the U.N. oilfor-food program, wrote in
the Dec.

1

United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan) he
understood "the perception problem for the U.N.,"
but he reiterated that he has never been involved in
contract corruption.
founding in 1945.

U.$.

what happened.

oil-for-food program. He

tion is completed, the sec

handed over all U.N. docu

retary-general

ments and ordered U.N.

rush to judgment, and he

officials to cooperate.

urges others not to rush to

AP Photo/Stuart Ramson

Wall Street

former

Volcker had written to

"will

not

judgment either."

Journal that Annan should

strongly backed Annan in

Coleman to say his investi

Russia's deputy foreign

step down because "the

recent days, as did non

The allegations of cor

gation won't share docu

minister Yuri Fedotov told

most extensive fraud in the

council members. The 54

ruption in the oil-for-food

ments until its own reports

the Interfax news agency

history of the U.N. oc

African nations sent a letter

program, which first sur

are

that criticism of Annan "is

curred on his watch."

of support.

faced in January, have esca

January. Coleman said this

without

issued

starting

in

foundation."

The Minnesota Repub

"He has heard no calls

lated, embarrassing Annan

was another factor in ask

Chile's U.N. Ambassador

lican joined several U.S.

for resignation from any

and taking the spotlight off

ing for Annan's resignation.

Heraldo Munoz said "we

newspapers and columnists

member

his agenda.

state,"

U.N.

the

trust his leadership."

in urging that Annan be re

spokesman Fred Eckhard

Cole

Wa/I Street Journal that "as

Britain's U.N. Ambas

placed.

told reporters when asked

man's Permanent Subcom

long as Mr. Annan remains

sador Emyr Jones Parry

whether

envisioned

mittee on Investigations

in charge, the world will

said his country "gives its

Ereli

Annan's stepping down. "If

said it had uncovered evi

never be able to learn the

full support to the multilat

backed the congressional

there's some agitation on

dence that Saddam Hus

full extent of the bribes,

eral system, to the United

investigations

but

side

this issue on the sidelines -

sein’s government raised

kickbacks and under-the-

Nations and to its secre

stepped

issue

of

that's healthy debate. But

more than $21.3 billion in

table payments that took

tary-general."

Annan's resignation, saying

he is intent on continuing

illegal revenue by subvert

place under the U.N.'s col
lective nose."

State

Department

spokesman

Adam

the

he

Recently,

Coleman wrote in the

"that is not something,

his substantive work for the

ing U.N. sanctions against

frankly, that is in front of

remaining two years and

Iraq, including the oil-for-

us."

one month of his term."

food program.

Annan also got strong
support at a meeting last

The oil-for-food pro

week with the ambassadors

gram, which began in 1996,

of Argentina, Algeria, Co

Outside of Coleman's

Annan was doing just

Last Monday, Annan

permitted Iraq to sell oil,

lombia, Egypt, Italy, Mexi

call, the secretary-general

that, urging Wall Street fin

said he was "very disap

provided that the revenue

co,

appears to retain wide sup

anciers to support the glob

pointed and surprised" that

went for food, medicine

South Korea, Spain and

port among the 191 U.N.

al campaign against AIDS

his son Kojo received pay

and other necessities. At

Turkey.

Morocco,

Pakistan,

member states who elected

was also preparing for last

ments until February 2004

the time, Iraq was under

Associated Press re

him to a second five-year

Thursday's launch of a

from a firm that had a con

tough U.N. economic pen

porter Barry Schweid in

term in 2001.

report by a high-level panel

tract with the oil-for-food

alties.

Washington contributed to

Russia, Britain, Chile,

recommending the most

program. The Swiss-based

"Mr. Annan was at the

Spain and other nations on

extensive reform of the

firm Cotecna Inspection

helm of the U.N. for all but

the U.N. Security Council

United Nations since its

S.A., said Kojo Annan was

a few days of the oil-for-

this report.

Chaos Looms in Troubled
Darfur Region-----------------bv Edith M. Lederer
Associated Press Writer
UNITED NATIONS Chaos is looming in Su
dan's western Darfur region
as violence increases, order
collapses, and the number
of desperate people in need
of humanitarian aid reaches
nearly 2.3 million, accord
ing to a U.N. report issued
Monday.
The optimism generat
ed by ' an agreement be
tween the government and
two rebel groups on hu
manitarian and security
issues has been overshad
owed by the deteriorating
security situation in recent
weeks, Secretary-General
Kofi Annan said in the
report to the U.N. Security
Council
The 15-page report
details daily attacks, village
burnings, rapes, hijackings
of relief goods, theft of live
stock, the forced movement
of thousands of displaced
people,
and numerous
deaths.
"In Darfur, chaos is
looming as order is collaps
ing," Annan warned.
The violence reached a
high point on Nov. 22 when
the rebel Sudan Liberation
Army attacked the town of
Tawila in North Darfur and
took control of all police
posts within a few hours.
The Sudanese army retaliat
ed, reportedly using bomber
planes, and forced the SLA
to withdraw, but fighting
continued in the area for
two days causing extensive
casualties, the report said.
Annan said the SLA
had "aggressively violated"
a Nov. 9 accord calling for
an end to hostilities and was
increasing
its
attacks

against the police. If the
government strikes back,
"insecurity could worsen
substantially," he said.
The Sudanese govern
ment has denied any air
attacks and the SLA denied
attacking Tawila, which
Annan speculated could
mean that both sides were
not in control of their field
commanders on the ground.
The Darfur conflict,
which the United Nations
describes as the world's
worst humanitarian crisis,
began in February 2003
when the SLA and allied
Justice and Equality Move
ment took up arms against
what they saw as years of
state neglect and discrimi
nation against Sudanese of
African origin.
The government re
sponded with a counterin
surgency
campaign
in
which the Janjaweed, an
Arab militia, has committed
wide-scale abuses against
the African population.
Over 70,000 people have
died.
As of Nov. 1, the num
ber of people affected by
the conflict and in need of
relief had risen by 250,000
to close to 2.3 million.
"If the security situa
tion does not improve, this
upward trend could contin
ue until the end of the year
and
beyond,"
Annan
warned.
According to a report
from the U.N. Food and
Agriculture Organization,
Darfur is also facing a
fourth consecutive meager
harvest, with conditions
similiar to those preceding
the 1984 famine, he said.
"The collapse of the
grain market illustrates that

a large number of farmers
have not been able to plant,
nor do they have any seed at
stock," he said. "Equally
worrying is that food prices
are 60 percent above nor
mal levels which could
result in a further increase
in humanitarian needs."
Annan demanded that
the rebels and the govern
ment abide by the Nov. 9
accords and halt all hostile
military activities.
A Security Council res
olution adopted in Septem
ber demanded that the Jan
jaweed be disarmed and its
leaders brought to justice.
But Annan's report said
the government has not pre
sented a plan to collect
weapons and has not given
any indication that Jan
jaweed leaders have been
arrested.
At a Nov. 25-26 meet
ing in Chad to discuss the
latest violence, the African
Union which has deployed
peacekeepers in Darfur
reported approximately 40
cease-fire violations by
both sides since midAugust.
It criticized both sides
and demanded that the gov
ernment submit plans and
timelines to neutralize the
Janjaweed and other armed
militias and that the two
rebel groups submit infor
mation on the locations of
their forces within the next
few weeks.
The African Union
warned that failure to do so
would oblige it to refer the
matter to the U.N. Security
Council, the report said.
The council has raised the
possibility of sanctions.

OBITUARIES
GOD HATH NOT PROMISED
God hath not promised skies always blue
Flower-strewn pathways all our lives
through;
God hath not promised sun without rain,
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
But God hath promised strength for the
day,
Rest for the labor, light for the way,
Grace for the trials, help from above,
Unfailing sympathy, undying love...

SMITH

WHEN LIFE
KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES,
YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSI
TION TO PRAY!

Afow Open in St. Pete
Serenity Memorial
Funeral Home, Inc.
“One Funeral Home
in Two Locations

FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and

ggj
SSi

Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans

“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

Elder L.
Lavelle
Thomas,
Sr.
Founder/
Executive
Director
Available
24 Hours

Serenity South
3301 - 5th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: (727) 322-1670
Fax: (727) 322-1680
Serenity North
823 N.E. 5th St. (Hwy. 44)
P.O. Box 1334-34423
Crystal River, FL
Phone: (352) 564-1408
Fax: (352) 564-1401
“The Community’s Lighthouse
in the Time of Distress”

Pastor
Daniel B.
Savage III
Executive
Vice
President
Toll Free
North
1-866-890-1400

An Easy Way to Pay
In Advance For Your Funeral

“Yes, that's right, there
is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and
have peace of mind."

The average funeral costs much less today than most people i
think. However, in the future, an average funeral will cost
more.
If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.
Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you want and
if you relocate - your plan goes with you.
Don't delay ...
Call or Write to us today
to learn more about
funeral planning.

South
1-866-309-8297

Are You a Veteran? Then, This is For You!

McRae Funeral Home

We are offering

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

FREE CASKETS

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

for Veterans, their Spouses and
Immediate Family Members

_______ — — J

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

This is not an offer of the Veteran’s Administration.

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

This offer is good at Serenity Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.

(727)

895-6005
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
"Hark

the

St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church ——

herald

School 9:30 a.m., we en

angels sing, Jesus, the

courage you to join us as

Upcoming events:

light ofthe world!"

we collectively learn more

• Dec. 12 - Get ready

of the Word of God togeth

for our annual Christmas

er.

production,

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ. As we enter

Our

vived and renewed!

displaying

contemporary

talent of all ages. Make

into that wonderful time of

worship service is at 11

plans to join Zion’s stars

the year, "CHRISTMAS"

a.rrL Join us as we lift high

at

let us be mindful of the rea

the name of Jesus in song

Theater of Gulfport at 2

son for the season which is

and have a good time in the

p.m. All

Catherine Hickman

keeping Christ in Christ

Lord.

mas!

Choir will provide ministry

celebration.

A.

in song throughout the day.

who the shining stars are

Williams and the Mt. Zion

Pastor Williams will pro

this year.

Pastor

Clarence

The

Inspirational

roads lead to this exciting

Church family cordially in

claim The Word of God.

vite you to attend worship

Come be blessed as we

Eve

services with us at 919 -

feast on the Word of God!

Service.

20th St. S. this first Sunday
in December or just at any
time during the month. We
also invite you to all our
services in the upcoming

Other ministries in
clude:

Joy of Advent Observed at
Academy and Church ——

Come

see

• Dec. 24 - Christmas
Candle

• Dec.

Light

dy, 6 p.m.

New Philadelphia will

at one of the properties of

vent season will be instruc

continue its proclamation

the church. Preparing the

tion and worship focus at

emphasis on symbol of the

dwelling for occupancy is

Bishop Christian Academy

“candle” and spiritual rele

immediate goal of property

and

Philadelphia

vance of its meaning and

committee. Members will

Community Church. Chil

application during season

meet at residence promptly

dren enrolled will continue

of Advent. Mid-morning

at noon Saturday and com

New

to receive instruction in

worship will commence at

mence cleaning inside and

meaning of this holy and

11 a.m. following Wisdom

outside

celebrated

All

School class at 10 a.m.

Cleaning

chapel services will give

Members and friends are

household cleaners will be

meaning of symbolic sig

urged to be prompt in

on site. Trustee ministry is

nificance of seasonal refer

attendance.

urging participation in this

season.

A clean-up campaign

ences to the many symbols
Beatrice Cummings is surrounded by her family.

of rental

unit.

supplies

and

vital endeavor.

will take place on Saturday

of Advent.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

31 - Watch

Night Service.

• Monday - Bible Stu

Third Sunday of Ad

Looking for a church
home? We extend an invi

Musical

to

tell

the

please

call

the

church

or coping with substance

• Wednesday - Early

tation to you to join us. We

story of Christ: Do you

office, (727) 894-4311, ext.

abuse, please contact A.J.

morning prayer, 6:30 a.m.;

as a church share the love

really know the story of

219.

Murphy at (727) 481-2609.

Our early morning ser

Vintage Bible Study, 1,1

of God and the Holy Spirit

Jesus Christ and the reason

vice begins at 7:30 a.m.

week.

The

Reading

En

Mt. Zion Human Ser

a.m.; join us for our new

reigns. We’d love to have

for the Christmas Season?

hancement and Math Im

vices, Inc. provides after

with praise and thanksgiv

services: Hour of Prayer, 6

you!

This musical production,

provement Programs are

school training & tutoring

ing filling the sanctuary

p.m.; Hour of Power, 7
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in

services for youth ages 14-

and the presence of the

p.m. If you’re in need of a

"JESUS is the REASONfor

Progressive’s Music and

Help make a difference in

18

Holy Spirit leading and

mid-week lift, join us for

the SEASON."

Performing Arts Ministry,

the life of a young person.

Opportunity Center. The

guiding our hearts; mind

two power-packed hours.

will be held at Mt. Zion

For

program offers an opportu

Progressive M.B.C. Dec.

please call the church at

11 at 7 p.m.; Dec. 18 at 2

(727) 894-4311, ext. 808.

and; soul into true worship.

Your heart will be encour

Followed

aged and your spirit re

by

Church

Be blessed, and have a
Alma Scott, Beatrice Cummings and Dorothy
Gilliam.

Jesus-filled week!

The St. Mark Women’s

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church---------------------------------Bethel

Intermediate

Metropolitan

ices on Sunday, Sunday

Metropolitan. The youth

Baptist Church extends an

School at 9:30 am and

will be in charge of the 11

invitation to join us in the

Prayer Meeting and Bible

a.m. service. Join us and

celebration, cultivation and

Study on Wednesday at 7

help our youth in their

communication

and 7:30 p.m. respectively.

leadership to lift the won

of

His

Word. Our doors are open
for both 8 and 11 am serv-

Sunday, Dec.
Youth

Day

at

12 is
Bethel

derful and precious name
of Jesus Christ.

Auxiliary

Nov. 28 as the recipient of

(WIA) invites you to join

the St. Mark Family of the

us as we hold our winter

Year

evening Night in White

Thomas

worship service on Sunday,

along with Alma Scott and

Dec. 12 at 5 p.m.

with the superintendent/

church from Akron, Ohio

assistant in charge.

Deacon

(Jet)

Jackson,

Sister Cummings with an

is "Mission: No Greater

attractive plaque and beau

Responsibility; No Greater

tiful flowers for this occa

Privilege than accepting

sion.

to

• Sister Gummings was

Serve" - John 12:24-26.

Commission

recognized for her strong

The color white is our

dedication and commit

color theme and dress for

ment to service in the St.
Mark family for more than

more

information

through

nity

to

the

Youth

improve

your

grades, on-line practice for
the FCAT, ACT/SAT prep,

p.m. and 6 p.m. While all

The Boy Scouts will

performances are FREE, a

meet every Monday at 7

earn

ticket is required for ad

p.m., on the third floor.

diploma, earn your GED,

mission to each respective

New scouts are welcome.

and earn an opportunity to

performance.

Contact Scoutmaster Ellis

be selected to win a free

at (727) 864-3727.

computer. For further in

It’s that time again!

Dorothy Gilliam presented

the evening.
Pastor John A. Evans,

Award.

Our theme for this year

God’s

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church -------------------------------------

was honored on Sunday,

need of volunteers.

your

high

school

The Band Ministry is re

Do you or someone

formation, please contact

cruiting Drum Line and

you know have a drug or

George B. Smith, at (727)

Drill Team Members. If

alcohol problem? It’s time

894-4311 ext. 302.

you are interested please

to make a change and we

Mt. Zion Progressive

call,,(727) 895-4432 or

can help. Call today to

Missionary Baptist Church

(727) 865-6787.

begin your FREE "Confi

is located at 955 - 20th St.

Evangelical

dential Recovery," on Fri

S., St. Petersburg. The Rev.

Training Classes have be

days at 7 p.m., located at

Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.

gun.

the Kings Kid’s Academy

is pastor. For more infor

Building, 950 20th St. S.

mation, call

The

Sign up now for

Understanding

People,

(727) 894-

The guest speaker for

50 years. Sister Cummings

who came to help us cele

this event is our very own

was blessed with four sons

will

brate pastor's 7th anniver

State WIA Ministry Lea

and one daughter and their

prayer

commence from Dec. 20-

sary. We also would like to

der, Bonnie Belford, of the

families. She raised her

fully invite you to worship

30. Watch night service to

thank all of those who

Florida Progressive Mis

children in the church and

with ug at 3300 - 31st St. S.

usher in the New Year with

thought and cared enough

sion and Education Con

brought

We also invite you to all

the Lord will be Dec. 31.

to say a kind and encour-'

vention.

children to church as well.

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church-----------------------------------

church related functions

Please visit us at www

aging word to the First

You will not want to

Over the years, she has

'Casting the Vision ’

during the week.

.fmbctheship.org to find

Lady, Teresa Evans, Sr. We

miss this opportunity to

been involved in several

thank you from the bottom

hear this dynamic speaker

ministries including the

as she exhorts us and en

Baptist Training Union, ?

courages us through the

Sunday School and the

Word of God.

Special

Sr., the first family and
Friendship
Baptist

Missionary

Church

First worship Service

Church

break

out about the location, or

begins at 7:45 a.m. with

call the church office at

the Deacon's ministry serv

(727)906-8300, Monday -

ing in devotion. The Male

Friday.

Chorus will sing and the
second Sunday Ushers will
serve. A second service is

Again,

of our hearts.
As we celebrate for the
holidays, let's not forget

we wish to

thank all of those who
helped serve, cook,drive a

the real Reason for the
Season.

CHRIST

THE

SAVIOR IS BORN!!!!!

van and/or say kind words

Help someone find Jesus

ser

of love and encouragement

this holiday season!!!!!

vices begin at 9:30 a.m.

to our guests and sister

at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday

School

Ala.

BeBe Winans

The New Hope Mis-

Chorus will render Praise

Pauline Russell Appre

sionary Baptist Church in

and Worship Song Service.

ciation Banquet, Saturday,

vites each and everyone to

The Male Chorus is under

Dec. 18 at 6 p.m.

come worship with us.

the tutelage of our Minister

The Illustrated Christ
19 at 10:30 a.m.

children and yourselves. In

praise, worship, and fel

smile

lowship at St. Mark!

asked to assist.

Beatrice

whenever

she

is

Cummings

GOD
BLE6A

fifth solo effort, will be a

and Winans’ The Move

DREAM, a new studio

ment Group. Sony Mu

recording in February

sic’s

2005. He recently trav

Group division serves as

eled to Mobile, Ala., to

Hidden Beach’s world

perform for the Provi

wide

dent-Integrity Distribu

marketing partner to the

tion

general

AMEDICA!

Parents, bring your

Epic

market

and

and

and to meet with his

Provident-Integrity Dis

Integrity

tribution will distribute
Winans’ new project to
Christian retail.

The

percussionist is

Childs. The Bread of Life

God we serve.

will be

The more

Marcus

served by our

we learn about Him, the

Dynamic

Pastor,

more we can appreciate

Carlos L. Senior.

Rev.

Christmas

Morning

Service, Saturday, Dec. 25
at 8 -9 a.m.
As we celebrate the
birth of Jesus, the New
Hope

Mass

Choir,

the

Weekly events:

Voices of Hope and the

Omega, the beginning and

Prayer Meeting/Bible

Spirit of Hope will be at

the end. Please come to a

Study - Tuesdays, 6:30

Bay Walk on Saturday,

spirit-filled Sunday School.

p.m.

Dec. 11 from 6-7 p.m.

He is Alpha and

Devotion
10:15 a.m.

begins

at

with our dea

Prayer Band - Thurs
days, 11 a.m.

Please come and help us
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Upcoming events:

Re

Records

distributor

McKenny.

Sunday School we can all

cons in charge. The Male

Beach

Vernard

learn more about this good

Him.

release

Winans’

bc@gte.net.

Young and accompanist

Winans

“Dream,”

terested in learning about,

a.m.

cordings’ Still Waters

Sony Music teams.

formation and enrollment,

ing to say “yes” with a

award recipient BeBe

and

or send an email to mzpm-

join us in an evening of

Hidden

Music

someone you know is in

mas Sermon, Sunday, Dec.

my, Stellar and NAACP

conference

For in

of Music Minister Tony

PRAYER HELPS

-

4311, fax (727) 822-1591

Sunday School begins at 9

joint release between

sales

Sister

Beliefs.

and , If you, a family member, or

Cummings is always will

Multiple Dove, Gram

will

Chorus.

Biblical

Leading

We welcome you to

BeBe Winans to Release ‘Dream’
in February —---------- --------- —--------- —
MOBILE,

neighborhood

Effective

Do You Have a Holiday
Story to Sl^arc?
Does your church have special holiday outreach services
for the community? If you’d like these efforts to be recognized
in a feature story for our Annual Christmas edition, contact

The Weekly Challenger at

(727) 896-2922 or via email at

Wceditor@tampabay.rr.com!
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Cave Linked to John the Baptist
Underground pool excavated near Jerusalem
bv Karin Laub

Kerem, which today is part

their hair, and that he

said Gibson, who has writ

The Associated Press

of modem Jerusalem. Just

adopted the dress of the

ten a book about the dig,

2.5 miles (4 kilometers)

ancient prophets, including

"The Cave of John the

away,

a garment woven of ca

Baptist," to be published

mel’s hair.

this week.

KIBBUTZ
Israel

-

TZUBA,

Archaeologists

on

the

land

of

think they’ve found a cave

Kibbutz Tzuba, a commu

where John the Baptist

nal farm, the cave lies hid

On the opposite wall is

Stephen Pfann, a Bible

baptized many of his fol

den in a limestone hill - 24

a carving of a face that

scholar and president of the

lowers - basing their theory

yards

4

could be meant to symbol

University of the Holy

on thousands of shards

yards deep and 4 yards

ize John’s severed head.

Land in, Jerusalem, said

from ritual jugs, a stone

wide.

The preacher had his head

Gibson has provided a

cut off by Herod Antipas

plausible explanation for

(meters)

long,

used for foot cleansing and

It was carved by the Is

wall carvings that tell the

raelites in the Iron Age,

story of the biblical preach

sometime

er.

B.C. and 500 B.C, the sci

between

800

Only a few artifacts

entists said. It apparently

linked to New Testament

was used from the start as a

figures

have ever been

ritual immersion pool, pre

found in the Holy Land,

ceding the Jewish tradition

and the cave is potentially a

of the ritual bath.

British archaeologist Shimon Gibson, left, gestures
with a wave of his hand, and site manager Rafi Lewis
places his foot in a ceremonial stone as they stand in
a large cistern in the cave where the excavation team
believes John the Baptist anointed many of his disci
ples.

the unusual finds, but fur
ther study is needed. "It is

But the images are

inviting more scholars to

from the Byzantine era, ap

come in and give alterna

parently carved by monks

tive explanations, if they

who associated the site

can," he said.

.

said

with John, following local

Gibson said he has left

years, Gibson and his team,

Egon Lass, an archaeologi

folklore, Gibson and Tabor

about a third of the cave

Over the centuries, the

including volunteers from

cal consultant at Wheaton

said.

untouched for other archae

cave filled with mud and

the University of North

College,

"John the Baptist, who

sediment, leaving only a

Carolina

who also worked on the

didn’t find any inscrip

was just a figure from the

tiny opening that was hid

cleared out layers of soil,

dig.

tions" that would conclu

could ever say for certain

Gospels, now comes to

den by trees and bushes.

picking up about 250,000

Images tell Baptist's

sively link the cave to John,

that John the Baptist used

life," British archaeologist

Yet in recent years, it had

shards from small jugs

story

Tabor said.

the cave. However, he said,

Shimon Gibson said during

occasional visitors - Reu-

apparently used in purifica

an exclusive tour of the

ven Kalifon, an immigrant

tion rituals.

cave given to The Asso

from Cleveland , who teach

The explorers uncov

the ceiling, and Gibson said

heads the Jerusalem Ar

ciated Press.

es Hebrew at the kibbutz,

ered 28 steps leading to the

they tell the story of John’s

chaeological Field Unit, a

took his students spelunk

bottom of the cave. On the

life.

private

ing.

right, a niche is carved into
crawl

ry, and one colleague said

major discovery in biblical
archaeology.

Over

the

at

next

five

Charlotte,

filled with gravel,

after he dared take the ruler
to task over an illicit affair.

Crude

near

Chicago,

images

"Unfortunately,

were

carved on the walls, near

we

ologists to explore.
Tabor

said

no

one

Filling in the gaps

the cave could help bring to

Still,

life an important part of the

Gibson,

New Testament.
"We actually have a

Ruben Stoddard's de

FUL.
"I have been singing

but gospel album, I NEED
recently

gospel songs since I was a

took the #1 spot on the

child and I really wanted

Gospel sales chart with

to go back to my roots

sales

96,000

with this record." explains

copies, also landing at #20

Studdard." "My mother

on Billboard's Top 200

was in the local choir. I

album chart. I NEED AN

went to pre-school church

ANGEL is the highest

and it was a teacher there

selling gospel debut since

who first heard me sing. I

Kirk Franklin's Nu Nation

was doing solos at a young

Project in 1998. To put

age - my first one was "I'm

this achievement in per

Yours, Lord." I continued

spective, the #2 gospel

singing in church and in

album sold only 8,000.

school and I listened to all

The album is Stoddard's

kind of music at home.

follow-up to his multi

Every song on this album

AN

ANGEL,

topping

group,

geographical location near

One is the figure of the

argues that the finds and

Ein Kerem now, at which

the wall - typical of those

man Gibson spotted on his

the proximity of John’s

water

through the narrow slit at

used in Jewish ritual baths

first visit to the cave. The

hometown are strong evi

were conducted that go

that short of an inscription

the mouth of the cave, all

for discarding the clothes

man appears to have an

dence the cave was used by

back to the first century and

platinum 2003 Grammy-

has a special meaning to

with John’s name in the

the way to the back wall,

before immersion. Near the

unruly head of hair and

the preacher.

connects them to the tradi

nominated debut SOUL-

me."

cave, there could never be

though they saw nothing

end of thestairs, the team

wears a tunic with dots,

"All these elements are

conclusive proof of his

but dirt

In

found an oval stone with a

apparently meant to sug

coming together and fill in

presence there.

December 1999, Kalifon

foot-shaped indentation -

gest an animal hide. He

the picture of the life and

KNOW JESUS.

asked Gibson, a friend, to

about a shoe size 11. Just

grasps a staff and holds up

times of John the Baptist,"

KNOW PEACE!

above,

his other hand in a gesture

But some scholars said
Gibson’s

finds

aren’t

enough to support his theo

Matching tradition with
the evidence

They

would

and

walls.

take a closer look.

John, a distant relative

Five years of excavation

a

soapdish-like

niche apparently held ritual

Gibson, who has exca

oil that would flow through

James Tabor, a Bible

were kin, according to the

vated in the Holy Land for

a small channel onto the

scholar from the University

Bible - was a fiery preacher

more than 30 years, moved

believer’s right foot.

rites

tions of John the Baptist,"

No Jesus, No Peace.

he said.

Visit Your House

of North Carolina, said

with a message of repen

a few boulders near the

On the water-covered

tance and a considerable

walls and laid bare a crude

floor of the cave, stones

John himself. The Gospels

following.

carving of a head. Excited,

and boulders were moved

say that John was a mem

he organized a full-fledged

aside by the worshippers,

ber of the Nazarites, a sect

excavation.

and a middle path was

whose followers didn’t cut

bom in the village of Ein

purification

of proclamation.

of Jesus - their mothers

Tradition says he was

research

who

Ruben Studdard

there is little doubt this is

of Worship This
Week > Where the
“Sop” Always

Take Your Burdens to the Lord
and Leave Them There!

Shipes!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD

Genesis Worship Center Church
1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

SAMARITAN

(727) 898-5571 - Fax: (727) 898-5581 • gwee@email.com

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

1

BAPTIST

• l0:00am
• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,
Cheerleading, etc.
Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

CHURCH
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.
Sunday School.....................................

. .8:00 a.m.

Saipt John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, HL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am -. 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Early Mormng
Church School

-

8:00 am
9:45 am

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-Morning
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

7:00 pm

Worship Service.......................................... 9:00 a.m.

Real Love, Real People...

^Wednesday, Prayer Meeting

A Church That JMiakes A Difference!

Wednesday, Bible Study

. .6:30-7:00 p.m.

............7:00-8:00 p.m.

Pillar and the Ground of Truth

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel Afr!can Methodist Episcopal
Church

Street South • St.

"We're Busy as Bees -

955 - 20th Street South

But Sweet As Honey"

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

Phone: 894-4311

191

www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship ServiCe: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

ASabbath

School - 10:30am •

James w. Paschal

Afternoon Worship - 2:00pm

Pastor

Come expecting a miracle!

For more information, call 727-550-2521
Home Phone: (727) 866-0643
email: jpaschal@verizon.net

Church School ..........................9:oo A.M.
New Member Class..................9:oo A.M.

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Morning Worship . .................. 10:30 A.M.
Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study .. Thursday 6:00 RM
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am • 11:00 am

Sunday School

9:30 am

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)

7:00 pm

Bible Study

7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”
Mefrt

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Cnnununtt^ Qlljurclj

The Reoerend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

VISIT YOUR
HOUSE OF
WORSHIP THIS
WEEK, WHERE
THE “SON”
ALWAYS
SHINES!

3940 - 18th Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin....................................................................Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry...................................................................... .............................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry .................................................................................. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry.......................................................................................................Wyvonnia McGee

CHRISTIAN
METHODIST

Episcopal CHurck
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

Pcptecostal fcipplc Ckurck of God ip Christ

A
“fA.

jg

Morning Glory
Sunday SChool
Morning Worship
Community Bible Study
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

Baptist Church

il\

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

U

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990
Pastor (727) 895-2119

UZ
C

Freewill

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Queen Street
Church

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart ofthe city"

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22ndAvenue South — St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize ofthe high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...........................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship..............................
11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer........................................ 6:30p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ...................... 7:30 p.m.

Friendship
Missionary Baptist
Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

3300 - 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School . . . .................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . ...............,5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday................. 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Ordained Missionary

Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Johnnie Mae Jfoward
Cad: 727 895-5239

“One weekjrorn cfturcfi makes one weak/

A ‘Woman After

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

!>

Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Elder: Tony Smith

M

B

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Early Morning Worship ........................................ 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ......................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ................................ .................11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study .......................................... 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ......................... 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service................................................6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service....................................................7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday ......................... 6:30 p.m.

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson HI

church, working togetherfor the upbuilding of Qod’s kingdom”

Macedonia
k

Sunday

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl @tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

STEWART-ISOM MEMORIAL

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

(fod’s

Spiritually Connected
Callfor Trayers &
‘Testimonies

Own Jfeart...

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL
Early Morning Worship...................................................... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School........................................................................9:30 a.m.

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Morning Worship.................................................................10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union................................................... ....4:30 p.m.
Communion................................................ 7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Rev. G. M. Curry

820 20th Street South

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
Wednesdays..... ......................................................................7:30 p.m.

2

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Dominion WorsHip

MINISTRIES

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”
Bro. Robert Smith
Sunday

°A New Beginning In Christ"

Sunday Morning Bible Class ....... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.......... ..
.5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class............... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.

All Worship Services are held at:
4201 Sixth Street South • St Petersburg, Florida
Mailing Address; P.O. Box 14S42 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733-4542

Phpne: 727.895.7700

Scheduled Services - Sunday

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Pastor
Rev. lnella Paris
Assistant Pastor

(727) 896-5228

Sunday Services:
Church School......................... 9am
Praise & Worship Service....l0:30am

5T BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH

Tuesday Services:
Prayer Service....................6:30pm
Bible Study............................. 7pm

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
PHONE: 323-7518

Rev. Wayne O. Thompson, Pastor

JIM DAY SCHOOL - 9:30 A.M.

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Join us as me (ift up the. name, ofJesus

IlSllNG WORSHIP - 11:00 A.M.
Come Worship With
the First baptist Family

5pm Celebration
Monday
Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time - 9:30 a.m.
Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.
Worship Service - '10:00 a.m.
Communion - Every First Sunday Bible Study - Tuesdav at '6:30 p.m.

8am, 1 lam Morning Worship
9:45am Church School

Wednesday
. Noonday Prayer
6-8pm Kid’s Club
6:30pm Ministerial Training
7:30-8:45pm Bible Study

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday
Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries

Monday, Wednesday. Saturday
6am Prayer

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

Your Church Ad Could Be
Here Working for You!
Email Your Ad to:

PRAYER HELPS!

smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
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HEALTH
Sickle Cell Study Halted Over Stroke
Risk------------------------------------------------------

Drugged Driving Poses Serious
Safety Risk to Teens
Campaign urges teens to ‘Steer Clear of Pot’ during National Drunk
and Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month

ATLANTA, Ga. (AP) A study aimed at determin
ing if some children with
sickle cell anemia could be
weaned off blood transfu
sion therapy has been halt
ed because

two

young

patients who stopped get
ting the procedure suffered
strokes and others devel
oped a high chance of
strokes.
The National Institutes
of Health issued a clinical
alert Sunday recommend
ing that doctors continue
using blood transfusions to
reduce the risk of stroke
among young sickle cell
patients, even though the
treatment has its own risk.
The study, called STOP II,
was funded by the NIH's
National Heart, Lung and
Blood

Institute

and

involved 23 U.S. medical
centers and two in Canada.
The $15 million study,
which started in July 2000,
was ended prematurely last
month after 16 children
with sickle cell anemia

leart - problems and liver

were closely monitored to

However, transfusions

developed narrowed arter

damage.

check for blockages in

can take four to five hours.

brain arteries.

And along with iron accu

ies and other risk factors

"We're

literally

be

mulation, they can expose

they

tween a rock and a hard

The study was benefi

stopped receiving blood

place - we need to prevent

cial for eight children,

patients

transfusions.

other

strokes. At the same time

whose stroke risk did not

infections.

children suffered strokes
but are recovering, said Dr.

we have a therapy that's not
without risk," said Dr.

had stopped taking blood

it's

for

strokes

after
Two

to

blood-borne

"It takes a whole day,

increase even though they

a

tedious

task,"

Robert Adams, the study's

Duane Bonds, the National

transfusions for two years

Channelle

principal investigator and

Institutes of Health's sick

during the study.

Augusta, Ga., said of the

professor of neurology at

le-cell disease coordinator.

the Medical , College of

The original STOP study,

which .sickle, cell anemia is

year-old daughter Tisha has

Georgia.

which started in 1995, was

one form, is an inherited

received. Tisha was one of

blood disorder that affects

the patients who developed

red blood

a high stroke risk after end

The study "showed that
when transfusions

halted

two

years

later

Sickle cell disease, of

transfusions that her 11-

because transfusions were

discontinued after a mini

found to be so effective that

sometimes become sickle-

ing

mum of 30 months, a sig

researchers recommended

or

during the STOP II study

cannot easily pass through
small blood vessels. The

nificant number of children

all sickle cell children be
given the treatment to pre

stroke, the federal agency's

vent strokes.

clinical alert said.

The

crescent-shaped

disease

latest

study

which

of

were

reverted to high risk" of

cells,

Allen

mostly

and

transfusion

therapy

and has resumed receiving
the treatment.
"I didn't want her to go

affects

back on blood [transfu

blacks.

"I'm disappointed ...

involved 79 children, age 2

sure

sions] but it was better for

that we weren't able to

to 18, all of whom had once

why sickle cell anemia

her," Allen said. "I was

identify a group that we

had a high risk of stroke but

results,in a higher stroke

extremely scared. It's terri

could

whose risk was diminished

risk.

fying when a child can't tell

consistently

and

safely bring off," Adams

after years of blood trans

said.

fusion therapy.

Although

the

Doctors

aren't

Adams said it's also not

tell you is they're in pain."

A control group of 37

fusions can reduce a pa

transfusions are effective,

children continued getting

tient's stroke risk. The orig

long-term use can cause

transfusions.

dangerous accumulations

other children were taken

inal STOP study found the
risk of a first stroke was

of iron that can lead to

off of transfusions and

reduced by 90 percent.

Sickle Cell

and he "had to crawl out
the door to get in the car"

son "teases Joshua and

so someone could drive
him to the hospital emer

cell eyes.'"
The audience enjoyed

gency room.
Nixon said he must be

entertainment that included

employers can't understand
how someone can be at

cautious about how he

gifts from Santa.

work one week and admit

dresses because both heat

Charon Robinson, a

ted to the hospital the next

and cold cause his blood to

creative dancer, gave an

week.
When asked what the
disease has meant to his

sickle and creates circula

ethereal performance to the

tory problems.
Valerie Williams had

song "Total Praise."
Accompanying

life Ronald Nixon, 47,

two children with the dis

self on the piano, Jafar

answered:

ease, son Joshua, 14 and

Curry's rich voice over

daughter

from front page
with holding

a job

if

Excruciating

pain, more than 50 blood

marijuana. These rates
were higher among the
younger crash victims with
19 percent under age 18
testing positive for mari
juana (Epidemiology of
Alcohol and Other Drug
Use Among Motor Vehicle
Crash Victims Admitted to
a Trauma Center, 2004).
Recent findings pub
lished in the Journal of
Studies on Alcohol show
that high school students
are more likely to drink,
smoke cigarettes,
and
smoke marijuana during
the period immediately af
ter earning their drivers’
licenses and their driving
behaviors become riskier
with more driving expedi
ence.
Teens are just as likely
to drive under the influence
of marijuana as alcohol.
According to Monitoring
the Future data, approxi
mately one in six (15 per
cent) teens reported driving
under the influence of mar
ijuana, a number nearly
equivalent to those who
reported driving under the
influence of alcohol (16
percent), despite higher
prevalence of alcohol con
sumption among teens.
Additionally, only 18
percent of teens cited
"planning to drive" as a top
reason to not use drugs in
the SADDZLiberty Mutual
Group Teens Today 2004
report released earlier this
week by SADD. Nearly
twice as many (30 percent)
cited "planning to drive" as
a reason not to drink.
Marijuana affects con
centration, perception, co
ordination, and reaction
time, many of the skills
required for safe driving
and other tasks. These ef
fects can last up to 24 hours
after smoking marijuana.
Greater parent involve
ment, clear rules and par
ental supervision are asso

ciated with less risky teen
behavior, such as marijua
na use and driving while
high or under the influence
of alcohol. This year’s
SADD/Liberty
Mutual
Group Teens Today 2004
report found that nearly 60
percent of teens who drive
say their parents have the
most influence on their
driving, followed by 27
percent who say their
friends are most influential.
In addition, one in three
high school students in the
survey reported they "want
to" or "need to" spend more
time with their parents.
The National Youth
Anti-Drug Media Cam
paign and its partners will
raise public awareness on
the issues of drugged driv
ing and the harmful effects
of teen marijuana use
through the promotion of
free "Steer Clear of Pot"
materials; new Web content
on
www.TheAntiDrug
.com and www.Freevibe
.com; a drivers’ safety kit
for teens and parents; and
partnerships with GEICO,
SADD, the AAMVA, and
others to distribute drugged
driving and marijuana pre
vention materials to driv
ers’ education teachers,
teens, and parents.
SADD, a national peerto-peer youth education
and prevention organiza
tion, will help distribute
teen materials through its
estimated 10,000 middle
school, high school, and
college SADD chapters
nationwide. And, AAMVA
will distribute materials to
state officials and to DMVs
across the nation.
GEICO, the fifth-largest private passenger auto
insurer in the United
States, unveiled a new
DVD that promotes safe
driving and responsible
behavior that will be dis
tributed to policy holders

who have new teen drivers
in the family. In addition,
GEICO has incorporated
the Media Campaign’s
messages into its existing
"Can I Borrow the Car?"
teen driving and safety
materials and will also pro
vide co-branded versions
of those materials through
the Campaign’s "New Teen
Driver Kit." Overall, the
company will distribute co
branded Steer Clear of Pot
materials and promote the
Media Campaign’s re
sources to its 5.5 million
policyholders and 22,000
GEICO associates.
Since
1981, every
President of the United
States has demonstrated his
commitment to preventing
impaired driving by pro
claiming December as Na
tional Drunk and Drugged
Driving (3D) Prevention
Month. Stopping impaired
driving requires a commit
ment from communities
nationwide.
Throughout
3D Month NHTSA cau
tions the public not to drive
impaired by alcohol or
drugs and encourages the
use of sober designated
drivers.
In 1998, with biparti
san support, Congress cre
ated the National Youth
Anti-Drug Media Cam
paign with the goal of edu
cating and enabling young
people to reject illicit
drugs. The Campaign is a
strategically
integrated
communications effort that
combines advertising with
public
communications
outreach to deliver anti
drug messages and skills to
America’s youth, their par
ents, and other influential
adults.
For more information,
log on to www.TheAnti
Drug.com for parents and
www.Freevibe.com
for
teens.

Your Hospice

says 'that he has his sickle

both song and dance plus

aMio/i

him

When They’re Needed Most

who

came poor acoustics to

operations,

would be 15 now, but died

delight the audience with

heart complications, and

from the disease when she

the lyrics that although

We have a long way to go.

liver disease, weight gain

was

She

some want fame, or for

hasten

and weight loss. Then he

stressed the importance of

tune, "everything means

paused and continued with

human

knowing if you and your

nothing if I ain't got you

a wry sense of humor: "I

partner

baby."

guess that is about it, a lit

genetic trait. Her other

The Chapter is located

tle disability."

three children had a differ

in the Johnnie Ruth Clarke

ent father and do not have

Health

sickle cell.

22nd St. S., for more infor

transfusions,

He says that holding a
job as a truck driver was
difficult because of "short

Precious

the exact problem

they're having - all they can

blood

Forty-two

you

exactly known why trans

WASHINGTON, D.C.
- Recently, the Nation’s
Drug Czar announced a
renewed effort to educate
parents and teens about the
driving-related risks of
marijuana use. Joined by
the National Highway Traf
fic Safety Administration
(NHTSA),
Students
Against Destructive Deci
sions (SADD), GEICO and
the American Association
of Motor Vehicle Adminis
trators (AAMVA), the
Drug Czar cited higher
marijuana rates among
young driving crash vic
tims and urged teens to
"steer clear of pot" at the
start of National Drunk and
Drugged Driving (3D)
Prevention Month.
"Unfortunately, many
young drivers don’t yet
understand the risks associ
ated with marijuana and
driving,", said John P. Wal
ters, Director of National
Drug
Control
Policy.
"Marijuana impairs driving
and leads to risky deci
sions. Parents of new driv
ers can use the milestone of
earning a driver’s license to
discuss the dangers of mar
ijuana and being responsi
ble behind the wheel before they hand over the
car keys."
"Teens’ inexperience
on the road and risk-taking
behavior, combined with
drug and alcohol use, is a
recipe for disaster," said
NHTSA Administrator Jef
frey W. Runge, M.D. "As
we look back at a year
marred by several highprofile teen crashes and
fatalities, we are reminded
that we still have a lot of
work to do to steer new
drivers in the right direc
tion."
Results of an ongoing
study at a large shock trau
ma unit found that one in
six (17 percent) crash vic
tims tested positive for

two-years-old.

both

have

the

Education about the

Center

at

2355. Use the new sickle

because kids tease each

cell stamp on all your mail

start in your back and

other.

can

to help focus attention on

shift" to your chest where

affect the liver and does

finding a cure, Murph said.

it feels like an elephant sit

with Joshua. That "causes

"If you don't buy that

ting on you. Once, the pain

the whites of his eyes to

stamp it will disappear."

shifted to his legs and feet

turn yellow," and her other

The

disease

road,
and

the

road

of

generosity.

Groping, we may find one another's
hands in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

mation call (727) 896-

matters

also

the

tenderness

1344

ness of breath," tiring easi
ly and pain. The pain "may

disease

along

So let us

conyorc. Compassion & Community

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
FAMILY STRESS

LEWIS ELECTRIC

Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat

construction, INC.

ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

PICK OF THE
WEEK!
3-13-25
37-48-59

BENNIE BRINSON
Insurance Agency

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship"

VOUR

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
Affordable
Life«Health»Dental«Vision
Disability*Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also

AU Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work
(727) 433-1349

MATCH
1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

Bonded & Insured

$2/99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

ITEMS FOR SALE
BRAND NEW QUEEN
double-sided pillow top mat
tress set in plastic. Sacrifice
$130. Can deliver. 727-5863555._____________________
BRAND NAME KING
SIZE LUXURY PILLOW
top mattress. Never used.
Must seU $183. Will deliver
727-584-6008._____________
Bed. New full size mattress
set with warranty. Sacrifice
$122. Can deliver. 727-5859766._____________________
NEW
BLACK
IRON
CANOPY BED and mattress
set. Still packaged. Must sell.
$274. Will deliver. 727-5863088.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the City of St. Petersburg is con
sidering an amendment to the Consolidated Plan Application and
Project Criteria which would delete item 37 of the eligibility cri
teria. Item 37 limits funding of a subrecipient to once every
three funding cycles.
The City Council of the City of St. Petersburg will hold a pub
lic hearing to receive comments on the proposed amendment on
Thursday, January 6, 2005 beginning at or about 9:00 am, City
Council Chambers, 175 Fifth Street North, St. Petersburg.
Written comments on the proposed amendment may be submit
ted to Housing and Community Development Department, 440
Second Avenue North, or P.O. Box 2842, St. Petersburg, Florida
33731 by 4:00 pm on January 5, 2005. For additional informa
tion concerning this notice, please contact 893-4159.
Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommoda
tions under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please
contact the City Clerk, 893-7202, or call our TDD number, 8925259, at least 24 hours prior to the proceedings.

MEET

THE HOSPICE
OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

GOD

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications

BLESS

RNs, LPNs

AMERI-

(FL License Required)

&HHA./CNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)

THERE
IS ONLY
ONE
RACE IN
THIS
WORLD THE
HUMAN
RACE

AD DEADLINE IS

4 p.m.

Monday
A

CA!

At BrIght House Networks,

586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

WE ALL SHINE!

People across the. cowttysre fesn^wMear 2.1 milta customers strmdy teswthat Bright Ha«e
Networks fc defeewgth* fsitwe of Wwrosfiw and antertanmoit Jsfe

nwtoseefcrwwsetf!

naw Whiter

CA$H 3

MIS SPECIALIST

♦Gamer. Growth
Potential

103 647 955

ttis wrteaeed tTprcfessiotwirii perform help rttoktoPpiMfuntem IMMtttaAitt
will possess A*, MGP-sr ffeteakfcertification, as well as previas ff help 4M
experience,

LEGAL NOTICE

Woriang knowledge rf MS Offfce. PC hardware/software.

sdid wfastgnfeg nt baste-ftetsert

trautesfioctiK tfep wjuifetf. Pr«vi«s wee feign andZnrsiivefcpmett' si

798

Sealed requests for qualifications (RFQ) for architectural, engineering and project management
services will be received by Felton, Wooten & Felton, Inc. no later than 4:00 PM on the indicated
Date(s) for the following Project:

850 271 562

PROJECT:

United States Postal Service Carrier Annex- Full Service Retail Improvements

BID DATE:

December 17, 2004

SCOPE:

Modification of the existing carrier annex by construction of a retail customer
lobby, approximately 10 post office box modules, vending machine and letter
drops, two full service customer counters with parcel slide and screen line wall.
The addition of a customer lobby will also require additional modifications to
the outside employee parking lot for customer parking.

«s wukwtenrUng

tMteWKW

•Free Cable &

intern

BRANCH CUSTOMER CARE PROFESSIONAL
a >ect pnnteet tirts
accurately;

perform ejcelleRteustomer care.inslailing fessing eustwer payments «
difce;a<fcfeshgoust«w«wcerns
inquiries arid connate

issues; Must be Mb, seMsdpfad and agtnted te siay atmst d eeww change.

6-7
1-8

2-8
7-5

3-4
6-3

Estimate: $250,000.00

CSental/VIsIrw

S1GNAL LEAKAGE TECHNICIAN
The quaWM candMfeuM afeM. teate, diagnoseand «peif signal leakage »sa*t«S with ail
tfwtapfcte a reademe. fiiis te an

positteand rsfteife diploma «

equivalentrlaferandpole eliinSngcertifcritiw: and
Wirt® tWeo«cot^«ter sWetaekeri, WtrtteW leakage detected, MMs, and esUe fat®.. Insurance

COMMISSIONED INSTALLERS
The sxeessfeicsmiklate will install table teMssfen senses n s«tefflt»m«nes. lt«qt*eS HSriijstomu

PLEASE EMAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com

Your

This project is being financed by a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) from the S. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Neither the United States nor any of its department, agencies or employees will
be a party of this invitations for Bids or any resulting contract. To be eligible
to execute a formal contract, bidders will be required to comply with all appli
cable Federal CDBG requirements that include, but are not limited to non-dis
crimination, fair housing, equal employment and contracting opportunity,
Section 3 of Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968, and conflict of
interest. Bidders must also be on the U.S. Postal Service approved list of archi
tects and contractors for post office projects.
Bids will be opened in the 2nd floor conference room, City of St. Petersburg,
Community Development office, 440 2nd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL
33705. Plans and specifications for this work may be examined at that office.
For more information please contact Willie B. Felton, Jr. at (727) 867-2464 or
online at williefeltonspc@cs.com.

eqitwientj. Ite Meal csntMate el'ipossess'stexigwbal, swiften Wl mtesfwtsanal camsrtsrten
s«; te<rtedgs ctWfiy rrtte/iweefeisSMs valid BwSa rttrefsifcsnse. Oetiseledreftteab

• Tuition
Mmburoaimnt

WAREHOUSE PERSON I
« Paid Holidays &
Tens Off.

♦ •jetKMws
StMore!

To receive and inventory .•naterials/equipnent from air vendors and dispense inventory tocontract
personnel. Other responsibilities wil include performing basic repairs, testing equipment and completing
flth« duties as assigned. The successful candidate will possess HS diploma or erjusvalerw. forrtft
certificate, and excellent attendance record. The position requires managing multiple pnorittes. and
exposure te heights, various hwng enwwmeffls and changing weather condWans. Aridity to 8ft 75 tbs
required,

Qualified candidates shaeld arefy in rx«« as Syr main stfe
2530 Brew Street, Clearwater. Fbritte 33765: fax yoar
reseiw te 72W9&KK9; a» ermll jwir rwsma to
teae4lwk®niyi)«^WIwese.com.

bright ft

house

6MW ftMWirrfeWMaricsJsnrtaiKi teqiftai.

ARIES (Mar. 21-April 20) Deception in your home is evident.
Don't beat around the bush. Your efforts won't go unnoticed; how
ever, someone you work with may get jealous. You will enjoy
getting together with friends. You can make the most headway if
you put in some overtime:
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Opportunities for new partnerships
will develop through the organizations you encounter. Secret

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Your obviously unique way of doing

HOTLINE
NUMBERS

things has caught the eye of someone in a higher position.
Emotional relationships will be plentiful if you attend group
activities. You should be getting into self-improvement projects.

The Runaway Hotline:

activity is evident. Try to avoid being extravagant this week. The
home environment will be unpredictable this week.

Be careful not to lead someone on if you truly have no interest.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) You will be erratic and quite like
ly to make personal mistakes. Be aware that joint financial ven
tures could fall apart. Take whatever time you can to get to know
each other all over again. This day was meant for love. Make cre
ative changes to your residence.
LEO f/wZy 23-Aug 22) Someone may not be thinking of your

800-RUNAWAY (786-2929)
Family Resources

2500 M. L. King St, S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: (727) 822-8996 o Fax: (727) 823-2568

Subscription Cost:
$15.00 - 6 Months

(or)

$30 - Yearly

Name: ______ ____________________ ________ __ _______

best interests. Don't deny yourself this week. Your mate will be
pushing you to do filings that you really don't want to do.
Communication must be open, precise, and honest.

Counseling:

Address:______________________________________________

VERGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 23) If you're preoccupied, be careful
while operating a vehicle or any kind of equipment or machinery.
You can make it up to them later. You could be cornered, so be
prepared to tell the truth. You will be prone to carelessness that

(727) 384-8336

City/State/Zip: __ ______ ______________________________

or (727) 449-8336

Phone #: ____________________________________

could result in accidents.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) You must try to lay your cards on the
table. Talk to your mate and tell them how you feel. A passionate
encounter with your mate should help alleviate that pent-up ener
gy. Be careful when dealing with female members of your fami
ly. Make the necessary changes that will enable you to advance
financially.
SCORPI0 (o<?Z. 24-Nov. 22) You can make new friends if you
get involved in group activities. You need to pamper yourself for
a change. Some relatives will be extremely perplexing. Look out
for yourself this week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) Be careful when dealing with
superiors. Your efforts won't go unnoticed; however, someone
you work with may get jealous. Use your own ideas to further
your interests. Your best efforts will come through making
changes in your home.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22,-Jan. 20) You may have the opportunity
to get involved in some interesting conversations. Look into the
cost factor, but don't try to get backing yet. Confusion regarding
other people's money and joint ventures will dome to a head.
You're best to channel your energy into work.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) You could experience unusual
circumstances and meet eccentric individuals. You should get
involved with activities that can be enjoyed by both young and
old alike Don't be shy; if you want to spend more time with a
special person, make a commitment. Dinner, theater, or a come
dy club may be just the place.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Self-improvement could bring amaz
ing results. You're in the mood to spend time with your lover. Do
some research if you want to find information that you can apply
against the opposition you face. Uncertainty about your relation
ship is prevalent.

New Subscription:___
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Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
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and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
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other loyal

smooth jazz, which en

"Smooth Jazz" fans, were

gulfed us all. Sure enough,

at the Ruth Eckerd Theatre
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fact, on my way to the the
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This
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still tom between the two

learned a valuable lesson

genres of music because as

from Norman Brown dur

Brown says, "In Kansas

ing this musical and magi

Guitarist Norman Brown and Dave Koz jammed out some Christmas tunes to
over 2,000 loyal fans last week in Clearwater.
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Maximum Grooves.
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named it the Jazz Album of
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energy "Hang Time."

comparisons of Brown to

play the truth. So, he says

land,

authored commercial jin

United Airlines and Oldsmobile.
Patti Austin joined the

jazz such as David Sanborn

Smooth

Jazz,

group, as it’s star vocalist.

In addition to the afore

other outstanding jazz gui

he learned the standards

Straight-Ahead, Bebop or

Austin has 16 solo albums

mentioned star performers,

tarists,

such as George

and how to play through

Traditional Jazz, as long as
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changes. But, then being a

the audience is enjoying it,
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summary of what was said

and continues to impress all
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group.

from the program provided
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Brown
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the musicians who came
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came into the soul-jazz

view Mr. Brown and found

before me, all that they
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him not only to be
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ing artist and then went on

gentleman, but as interest
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with an award winning
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asked myself, how could I

c/o The Weekly Challenger,
2500 ML King St., S., St.
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Kanye West
Receives 10
Grammy
Nominations
by Anthony Breznican
AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES Producer-turned-rapper
Kanye West collected a
leading 10 Grammy nomi
nations Tuesday, including
album of the year, for his
innovative debut, "The
College Dropout."
West's disc stood out
in the rap landscape be
cause of its atypical prose.
It avoided the usual plotlines about sex, money and
violence and touched on
everything from religion to
his own insecurities.
The performer, who
isn't afraid to sing his own
praises after claiming he
was "definitely robbed"
when he picked up no tro
phies at the American
Music Awards, also had a
nomination for best new
artist and shared a song
writing bid for song of the
year with his hit "Jesus
Walks."
Ray Charles, whose
posthumous duets album
"Genius Loves Company,"
became the biggest selling
album of his long career,
had seven nominations
including album of the
year and record of the year
for "Here We Go Again,"
sung with Norah Jones.
The Grammys will be
given out Feb. 13 during a
broadcast on CBS.
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Publix Premium

USDA Choice,

.ettuce.............................................

Padjjky

Perfect for Salads or Sandwiches, Fresh, each

SAVE UP TO .60
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Danish Pecan
Ring......................................
Topped With Lots of Pecans,

3.49

From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz size

SAVE UP TO .50

Publix Deli
Spinach Dip..

2.79

Large Florida
Pink Shrimp....................

For Fast Service,

31 to 40 Shrimp per Pound,

Grab & Got,

16-oz cont.

12-Rack Selected

Tombstone

6.99.

Pizza...........................

BUY ONE
■ GET ONE

FREE

Pepsi Products...............

Assorted Varieties,

12-oz can

Previously Frozen

13.8 to 23.6-oz pkg.

(Limit two deals on selected

SAVE UP TO 4.00 LB

(Excluding Stuffed Crust.)

advertised varieties.)

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

SAVE UP TO .20

SAVE UP TO 3.37 ON 3

it*
x
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Prices Effective Thursday, Oecemtier 9 through Wednesday,December 15, 2004.
Only in the Following Counties Lee, Collier, Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus,
Marfatea, Sarasota, Charlotte, Polk, Highland* and Osceola. Quantity Rights Reserved.
WWW,

oyblix.com/ads

Publix
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

318.00
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